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From the Editor 
There is an energy in the air that just seems to make 2008 feel very different than 
2007; does anyone else feel it? I do hold high expectation for this coming year and in 
the first few months is anything to go by I will not be disappointed. Our home seems to 
be running nice and smoothly into the new year with gusto and I can’t believe that 
Easter has already come and gone. 
Another bumper issue for April & May.  Thanks again to all the contributors; Beverley’s 
article on the benefits of chores in homeschooling may lighten the load for all of us!  
Thanks Jenny for your article about Writers week; I was sorry to have missed it; it 
sounded like you had a wonderful time. 
I have included some information about vaccinations for homeschooled teenagers for 
all those who choose this path; I hope that you find it informative. 
Please let me know if there is anything that you would like to see in your newsletter.  I 
would be more than happy to include it. 
The next issue deadline for articles is due on May  22nd. 
     
Love   
Nadia  

 

        
Here I am with my 3 beautiful 

Girls. 
Amee is 6 ½ 
Hannah is 4 
Jordan is 2 

 
Even our dog Sasha is female so 

you can understand that my 
husband Marc is feeling 

quite out numbered. 
 

“I don’t think we’ll get rid of school any time soon, certainly not in my 
lifetime, but if we we’re going to change what’s rapidly becoming a disaster 
of ignorance, we need to realise that the school institution “schools” very 
well though it does not educate, that’s inherent in the design of the thing. It 
is not the fault of bad teachers or too little money spent. It’s just impossible 
for education and schooling ever to be the same thing.” – John Taylor 
Gatto 
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PO Box 22, BOOLEROO CENTRE, SA  5482 
Phone:  08-8658-6019 

Email:  adnilpress@ozemail.com.au 
……Because Learning is the Voyage of a Lifetime.  
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Someone once said to me, “Work is not “work.” It’s the main part of living.” I 
liked to look at work another way: we play at working and we work at playing. As 
my children grew I encouraged them to consider work not as a chore, but as 
something that helps build meaning into their lives. The word chore is laden with 
emotion for most of us, but there’s no way we can hide from the daily work that is 
aptly described as ‘chores’.  

A homeschooling parent will quickly burn out if he or she doesn’t learn to 
delegate work throughout the day. We consider that all the participants in our 
home life are responsible for the chores: this helps to spread the load. Although 
we take the lion’s share the children have always been involved, and this has 
resulted in a more equal sharing as they have grown into adolescence without a 
lot of the pain experienced by many other families. 

When asking the children to help I am careful to work with them, modelling the 
behaviour, attitudes and actions I want them to adopt. Years of experience has 
taught me to start off small, with short tasks when the children were little, and 
to be there, supervising, even when they became older, rather than letting them 
just get on with it themselves. 

A tip to remember when involving the children in the household chores is to 
allow extra time. This isn’t something to implement if you are stressed or in a 
hurry. We all know it’s quicker and easier to mop the floor if we do it ourselves. 
Throw out that old adage “If you want a job done well, do it yourself” and be 
prepared to put up with less exacting results! Remember that the purpose of 
asking children to do chores isn’t to make our lives easier but to help prepare them for adult life. Create a schedule and use 
the following list of chores as a guide if it helps. Make doing chores a priority each day. They are as important as any other 
part of the children’s homeschool curriculum.  

Chores lend themselves perfectly towards achieving your long term home education goals. We all want our children to 
manage their home life once they leave home. Household chores are the foundational learning upon which this ability is built. 
Serving others is an essential element of a happy, fulfilled social life. By doing chores your children serve not only you and 
the other members of the family, but also themselves: they learn to live cooperatively within a community built on respectful 
relationships. Becoming a responsible adult is one of the most important goals of education. Attending to personal chores 
helps develop self-esteem. It’s difficult to look after the needs of others if you can’t identify or look after your own.  

The list of chores following this article is a great place to start when thinking about the different areas of the curriculum 
naturally covered by chores.  

Develop team-work to get things done; this encourages co-operation, dependability and responsibility. Involving the children 
in what you are doing is a good way to get started. Young children love to help wash dishes, do laundry, cook and clean, but 
never alone! Teach your children how to work well by talking about what you are doing, how to do it, tips on doing it more 
efficiently, and why it needs to be done in the first place. This is a great opportunity to build vocabulary and encourage 
technological skills and understanding. Cross-curriculum learning at its best!  

Another timeless wisdom I took heed of was; “Never do for a child what he is capable of doing for himself”. This can be 
started very early, even before children begin walking. “Let me do it myself!” are words you want to hear as often as possible 
every day! Children are highly motivated to be self-reliant. With patience, understanding and close supervision, ready to step 
in and help if required or asked, is all we need to offer.  

If the child wants to do something beyond his ability, instead of discouraging him (worrying that she might break something or 
herself) brainstorm with her how to overcome any obstacles that make the task difficult or complex, or work together. Model 
how to do the hard or dangerous parts safely. Children learn in leaps and bounds with close supervision as little apprentices!   

There are many areas in which you are competent that the children can learn to do, and will enjoy doing if the responsibility 
is at first shared. Sometimes they will simply choose to watch, and as they grow confident ask to help you, or perhaps for 
instructions to do things for themselves. 

Develop some ground rules based on each child’s developmental level. Our daughter complained that her little brother didn’t 
have to do as much as she had to, but we patiently explained that at his age she didn’t have to either. However, don’t 
underestimate your child’s ability, or their desire to contribute.  
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The trick is to make it easy and quick (not necessarily enjoyable or fun). Help the children put away their toys and games: “If 
you got it out put it away afterwards” is a rule we see pinned to the fridge in many households. I’ve found it’s never too late to 
get into this habit.  

Children find tidying up a tedious and endless task. I eventually learned that breaking the task into smaller, easier to manage 
chunks and lending a helping hand, generally eliminated any whinging or procrastination. 

We used open shelves for storage: this encouraged independence and made it easier for me to direct the children where to 
place items when tidying. Toys, games and educational materials were stored in clearly labelled trays and boxes. Before the 
children could read I used pictures as well as words, to help encourage independence. At around eleven years of age I found 
that the children naturally began organising their shelves in their bedroom, without help or prompting.  

Learn to ask for help. I was ‘supermum’ for too many years, and resented the fact that 
I never had help until one day I realised I hadn’t actually told anyone I needed it! It’s 
surprising how much the children want to be involved and included in our adults lives, 
especially if we show appreciation for their inexpert efforts. Coercion and bribes 
don’t seem to work well at all. I found quietly asking “Can you help me do (name the 
task) please?” when my children weren’t busy with an activity of their own often did the 
trick.  

Remember to keep the task short and simple and don’t ask for more than one thing 
at a time. Quite often I’ll accept “no” for an answer – sometimes the children are busy 
or don’t want to do that task. They might be happy to help out in another way, so don’t 
give up. I remember all the times I’ve let my children down when they’ve asked me for 
‘just another push on the swing’… Life is full of give and take. The cheerful cooperation 
this approach has generated in my children still stuns visitors and relatives! 
    

Encourage the children to take care of their clothes. Ask the children to strip their 
beds on washing day and to always put their dirty clothes in the washing basket. We 
found it easier if the children undressed each night in the bathroom, where we kept the 
washing basket. Children as young as five, or even earlier, can take on the 
responsibility of stripping and making their bed, if gently reminded and offered a 
helping hand. I asked them to help me hang out and bring in the washing every wash 
day and found that by the age of ten they were happy to do this chore by themselves, although we often enjoyed doing it 
together throughout their teen years.  

We’re one of those families that come together for one main meal a day, usually dinner. We each get our own breakfast and 
lunch, eating what we want when we’re hungry. More often than not we still eat together but the responsibility for choosing 
and making those meals lies with the individual. This meant I needed to make sure the pantry was stocked with nutritious 
and appropriate choices at all times. I began this when April, my eldest, was a tot, with abundant finger food, fruit and 
nutritious snacks readily available on the breakfast bar or dining room table. When the children were doing bookwork and 
projects they could munch and drink whenever they felt the need. There was always a jug of water on the table in our house. 
The only rule I enforced was ‘no sweets an hour before dinner’, and if they didn’t like what was on offer they had to browse 
for something nutritious to replace it. Needless to say as adults my three are all adept at cooking up yummy meals for 
themselves!  

Nurture a sense of family ‘togetherness’ while cooking the main meal and doing the dishes. I hated doing the dishes as a 
child, mostly because it was a ‘chore’, usually accompanied by much bickering and fighting with my siblings. We largely 
avoided this problem, by inviting the children to help us without insisting. Meal preparation has always been a family affair 
and the children enjoyed helping out each night. We seemed to chat more as we make the meal than we do sitting at the 
table eating it. It’s a being together time that we all cherished. When chores become opportunities to have meaningful time 
with someone you love the dreariness often disappears.  

Use the list of chores to create your own Chore Chart. You can make laminated ones to pop on the fridge for each child, with 
chores appropriate to their individual developmental stages and abilities. Another idea which I thought would work well with 
younger children is to create a set of Chore Cards with pictures and captions. On the flip side could be a list of steps to 
follow, once again in pictorial form for younger children. You could select a handful of suitable cards and let your children 
‘draw a chore’.  

We rarely used incentives to encourage the children to complete chores. Sometimes we’d delay them from doing something 
they wanted to do until the chores were done, but never as punishment. We didn’t want our children to grow up thinking that 
taking care of themselves, their property or helping others was an unpleasant part of life! Old habits die hard and we often fell 
into patterns of conditioning that we grew up with, and this inconsistency often created problems which we then needed to 
fix, usually through family conversations about the need and place of chores in our lives.  

I’ve always been amazed at what young children are capable of in a supportive and encouraging environment, where help is 
always at hand and offered freely. The results speak for themselves. I can’t count how many times people have remarked on 
my children’s willingness to help or lend a hand, to work unsupervised, often without reminders. By involving the children in 
doing chores in a way that didn’t turn them into chores, helped develop a strong work ethic that their employers now value.  
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Chores for a Natural Learning Lifestyle 

use good manners do school work set and clear the table 

get dressed by self read to self help prepare food 

make bed answer the phone make own snacks 

brush teeth answer front door bake cakes, biscuits 

shower, wash daily carry in the groceries wash the dishes 

tidy bedroom put away groceries empty dishwasher 

put toys away take out the rubbish put the dishes away 

put library books in bag empty wastebasket wipe up spills 

put away clothes bring in the mail clean the sink 

say prayers feed pets take out the scraps 

exercise daily walk pet clean fridge 

put dirty clothes in laundry basket clean pet’s cage organise & tidy cupboards 

use the washing machine & dryer emptying the kitty’s litter box reading to younger siblings 

hang up the laundry brushing the dog or cat sweep the floor 

fold the clothes water pot plants mop the floor 

sort laundry pull weeds vacuum the carpet 

iron clothes rake leaves shakes rugs 

repair clothes keep yard tidy wash the windows 

put away the clothes pick flowers for table clean bathroom 

clean shoes sweep front steps clean toilet 

waits on guests clean away webs help with dusting 

child minding carry in firewood shred scrap paper 

neighbourhood job help wash the car take out recycling 

volunteer work helps siblings maintain bicycle 
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My aunt in Holland writes 
columns for a magazine and I 
always enjoy these little 
insights in her family or her 
mind, so I thought I might 
share them with you.  She is 
a mother of two grown up 
teenagers and one still going 
through the motions of this 
awkward stage in his life.  
Her 2nd husband also brought 
3 boys with him, which she 
considers her ‘bonus kids’.  

 

KKIIDDSS!! 
A compounded family with 6 kids is a challenge.  Especially 
now that they are all in their puberty, pre-puberty or post-
puberty and they have assured us that they have no intention 
of leaving the nest in any foreseeable future. 
The Puberty kids behave as they are supposed to behave, 
which is something we are familiar with and used to at this 
stage.  The ‘Pre-Puber’ does his utmost to still surprise us by 
going one step further with the examples he has seen from his 
siblings.  He’s got no hope; we are prepared.  In order to not 
make him feel any less than the others we play the game of 
being shocked and yell in desperation that ‘Now he’s gone just 
too far.’  Thus far it works. 
Then we have the ‘Post-Pubers’.  That’s an awkward group as 
they are already more or less adult. You can’t really rein them 
in anymore and punishment does not work anymore either. 
 
The house rules are not their rules, and they are kind enough 
to live by them if you ask them very friendly, but because they 
are not their rules we have to ask very often; we have to 
understand that they are very, very busy and therefore will 
forget them most of the time.  And we do make it very difficult 
for ourselves, you know; they’ll do it completely different when 
it’s their turn. 
 
To start with, I don’t do enough housework.  The only thing I 
do is sit on the couch and watch TV, while I expect everybody 
else to do ALL the work around the place and get far too 
spoiled by my husband.  That will never happen to them. 
Then there is the subject of raising children.  Regularly they 
‘help’ us with the raising of their siblings with some ‘useful’ 
commentary, or sit there shaking their head in dismay.  We 
ask for problems by letting them get away with far too much!  
When I carefully remind them of their own behaviour, they 
even assure us that they should have been disciplined a lot 
harder too.  My husband and I simply can’t wait to have grand 
children! 
That may take a while according to my oldest ‘bonus child’, 
slouching on the couch.  He’d never have any; much too much 
trouble and what for?  Although he assumes that his future 
wife might be able to persuade him otherwise; but if it was up 
to him, no, never … 
Just before he went up to his room he added very seriously to 
his comment:  
“You know, I think I might want kids after all.  I like myself so 
much, it would be great to have a few little ‘me’s’ walking 
around”… 
6 kids is a challenge, but they can make you laugh too! 
Lillian Kars 

�
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 Getting Started with Homeschooling: Practical 
Considerations 

 Learning Without School  
 Learning in the Absence of Education 
 Practical Homeschooling Booklets Series 
 Homeschooling Diaries & Home Education 
Report Portfolios 
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PO Box 371 Yankalilla 5203 South Australia 
ph: (08) 8558 3212 email: contact@beverleypaine.com 

 
 

Fountain Resources 
���������� Resources for Life  

 
      Suppliers of Books, Media, Home 

Education resources,  
     including Charlotte Mason resources. 

     Supplying resources such as the 
Faith and Life Series, 

       as well as books from authors such 
as Laura Berquist, 

     Karen Andreola, Catherine Levisan, 
Elizabeth Foss and more! 

 

 16 Arcoona Ave. Rostrevor SA 5073 
Phone: (08) 8365 8921  or  0407 658 921,  

 Fax: (08) 8365 7156 
 

Email: admin@fountainresources.com.au   
Web-site:  www.fountainresources.com.au  
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What's a visual learner?   
If you step into a classroom, you're likely to spot the visual learner sitting in the reading 
nook leafing through books or front and centre peering at what's written on the blackboard. 
If your child is a visual learner, he probably has little trouble following the teacher when he's 
illustrating concepts on the blackboard or using a diagram or graph to teach a subject. 
That's because visual learners rely primarily on their sense of sight to take in information, 
understand it, and remember it. As long as they can "see" it, they can comprehend it. 
 
Educators have identified two kinds of visual learners: picture learners and print learners. 
Many children are a mixture of both, although some are decidedly one or the other, 
according to Mariaemma Willis and Victoria Hodson, authors of Discover Your Child's 
Learning Style. Picture learners think in images; if you ask one if California is on the East or 
West Coast, he'll probably summon up the image of a United States map to answer your 
question. Print learners think in words; they quickly learn to read and easily can memorize 
the correct spelling of words. They're also the ones who like to write. If you ask one which 
coast California is on, the first thing he'll do is conjure up the word "California" and then call 

upon what he's read about the state to answer your question. 
 
What are the benefits of knowing my child's learnin g style?   
Knowing how your child learns and processes information is a valuable tool you can use to help him do better in school 
and develop a love of learning. Education experts have identified three main types of learning: physical, visual, and 
auditory. When learning a new math concept, for example, a visual learner will grasp the material more quickly by 
reading about it in a book or watching his teacher solve a problem on the blackboard. An auditory learner will understand 
the concept if he can listen to the teacher explain it and answer his questions. A physical learner (also known as tactual-
kinesthetic) may need to use blocks, an abacus, or other counting materials to practice the new concept. 
 
If you understand that your child is a visual learner (though his style may shift over time), and therefore most comfortable 
using sight to explore the world, you can play to his strength, and work on the other learning styles — physical and 
auditory — that may need more stimulation. 
 
And this isn't just theoretical. Studies have shown that accommodating a child's learning style can significantly increase 
his performance at school. (Many of these studies were based on a specific learning styles program developed by Rita 
Dunn, director of the Centre for the Study of Learning and Teaching Styles at St. John's University in New York City.) 
The evidence is compelling: Two elementary schools in North Carolina were able to increase the achievement-test 
scores of students from the 30th percentile up to the 83rd percentile over a three-year period. And in 1992, the U.S. 
Department of Education found that attending to a child's learning style was one of the few strategies that improved the 
scores of special-education students on national tests.  
 
What can I do to help my visual child excel in prim ary school?   
The best way to support your visual child is to indulge his interests and provide him with the materials he needs to learn. 
"Pay attention to what your child likes, and try to approach learning from that point," says Kurt Fischer, director of Mind, 
Brain, and Education at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. If your child likes to write, for example, let him 
practice this skill as much as he wants. Have lots of books available at home, whether he's a bookworm or a beginning 
reader just learning to string words together. "One of the best predictors for school success is the number of books kids 
have access to at home and how much time their parents spend reading with them," says Fischer. Television too may be 
a helpful learning tool for this type of learner, as long as the programs are educational. 
 
Whatever you do, make sure your child's activities are developmentally appropriate. First, second, and third graders are 
beginning to work on specialized subjects. They're making sense of math, discovering science, and reading classic 
stories. So if you find that your child responds to pictures better than words, find books that have lots of interesting 
images accompanying the text to help him grasp an idea. Teach him to make the most of illustrations, diagrams, and 
graphs to understand a subject. If he's a print learner, show him how to organize his thoughts and ideas in a journal, and 
encourage him to take notes in class. For more activities your visual child may enjoy, see the articles listed below. 
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How can I address my visual child's weaknesses in o ther areas?   
Just because your child is primarily visual and doesn't rely as much on other learning styles doesn't mean he'll do 
badly in school. Learning styles aren't permanent, at least not for children this age. Your child will shift from one style 
to another as he gets older and develops other skills. "Learning is complex," says Barbara Given, director of the 
Adolescent Learning Research Centre at the Krasnow Institute for Advanced Study at George Mason University in 
Fairfax, Virginia. "Finding out your child's learning style is just the tip of the iceberg. What matters more is what you do 
with this knowledge." 
 
While it's important to provide your child with visual stimulation if he's a visual learner, Given says you should pay 
attention to the other learning styles, too. "It's crucial that parents work with multiple senses as well, so the child can 
become well rounded and uses various strategies to grasp new information," she says. Provide your child with 
opportunities to participate in hands-on activities, such as origami and baking, to stimulate physical learning. Play 
some music and get him singing to strengthen his auditory skills. 
 
You can also show your child how to compensate for his lack of strength where listening and physical skills are 
required. He may not absorb much of what his teacher is saying, for example, if the teacher isn't using anything visual 
to help explain a topic. If this happens often, tell your child to watch the teacher's face as he speaks or follow along in 
a book if he is discussing something in the text. When you're at home, accompany verbal directions with visual cues as often 
as possible. For example, point to the shelf where you want him to put away his toys as you say, "Keep your things over there." 
 
In the end, what matters most is that you nurture and support your child's learning, no matter what his style. Follow his lead and 
focus not on how great he's becoming at certain subjects but how great he is in general. "Good parenting counts most," says Given. 
"It's essential for learning and discovery."  

For more information and a quiz to test your child’s learning style go to 
www.babycenter.com 
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Solar System Word Search 

Words can go horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all eight directions. 
Words may overlap and share 1 or more letters. 

y h  r k l r l r r n  c n  w j m m s t x  n k b f t 

j k  p n s x f m  l n  m f n b  m l d l r q v f y b 

d s  c h r u n s g f t f c m  w d i x  g i p r t t 

m u h o o f n p u s  o l a r w  i o j v  h o f j x 

k n  r f r b w  a r n  n z v t t o r z h  n t w  c q 

e e t r z d o n r n  j t k g  x r o d  l g b r b m  

t v  n c e r e s k u  n p  c m f e e d  v c t f a r 

i k  p n y r u c r e  m x s c l t t k  k v y n k e 

l x  k j m  k j r j j k y  d r p s e p  l y t h r k 

l z c p h a l l e y  s v k l n a m  y j m x k k w  

e h t h n v v j n t b k  u d  a n m w u t l k n c 

t r l n a r h k e f h t c l p w  k k  p m x l y o 

a k m n f r o m  t v  o o  k n  o j g n  i k r k l m  

s z h y h b o e m  n r k  o y r z k c  t n k n j e 

r h  m n m k n n t o  d t h w  u n j t e  f w  v j t 

n e p t u n e m  n e s k  v l e e s p  r k k t m  b 

t y p l h t t a p i m  k h t d c u l s  o m i e d 

v f w  y g l n r l y  m y n e k r n a  z l l l r p 

v c  n l k r h l c h  b k  m q g o s n  w m x y t d 

n f f m  u m a d q f y y  p c o c p e  l s g n i r 

b w  z t a c m  k h t n x  d m f l o t j d j m  f l 

h x  a r m c k r l a  w k n a t i t d  b m r n f r 

r s  s n y n x t g r r v  h w  f r g r j m  l x b c 

m g q v f v f l f w  d k  c q  c r d g  g k m c d m  

DDD�"2663+ /32,�/*�  
asteroid io rings 

callisto jupiter rocky 

ceres mars satellite 

charon mercury saturn 

comet meteor solar 

corona meteoroids sun 

deimos moon sunspot 

earth neptune system 

europa phobos titan 

ganymede planet uranus 

halley pluto venus 
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VACCINATIONS FOR HOMESCHOOLERS  
 
All high school students is SA are offered free vaccinations through the School Bases Immunisation Program – but 
did you know that children don’t need to be attending a school to receive these. 
 
From 2008, all students in year 8 are offered Hep B (Hepatitis B) and Varicella (Chicken Pox) Vaccinations and all 
year 8 girls are offered HPV (Human Papilloma Virus) vaccinations. Year 9 students are offered Boostrix 
vaccinations to protect against Diphtheria Tetanus and Whooping Cough disease. (NB – Students who have had the 
Chicken Pox don’t need to be vaccinated) 
 
What if I don’t believe in vaccinations? 
Vaccination is not compulsory in our country. It is a choice.  Teenagers need to understand the reason you made the 
decisions regarding their health and the consequences of you decision.  Some future career options will require  
 
Why do they have these vaccinations at such a young  age? 
 Vaccination, especially in the area of health and emergency services. 
Vaccinations work best when they are given prior to an age when your children could be exposed to the disease.  
Early can adolescence is also a time when they have as excellent immune response to vaccinations.  You choose to 
wait until they are older, but this may mean the vaccinations will not be free, and it is easy to overlook them. 
 
But my child has had all their immunizations as a b aby? 
Changes in the immunization schedule over the past 10 years have meant that these vaccinations were not offered 
when your children were infants. They are entitled to catch up these for free as teenagers.  There is also more 
information on how long the vaccines are effective for,  Whooping cough vaccinations was thought to be long term, 
but due to the increase in adult whooping cough a booster is  now recommended for teenagers. 
 
Can I go to my local Doctor if I want these?   
Yes, however GP’s are not funded to give high school vaccinations for free. There may be a charge for this service.  
Your local council can tell you how to get the free vaccines in your area. 
 
I would be happy to speak to you further about vaccination information for homeschooling families. 
 
Valerie Fairbank 
Immunisation Co-ordinatior/ Community Health nurse 
District Council of Mount Barker  
23 Mann Street 
MOUNT BARKER SA 5251 
Ph. 83917222 (direct line) 
Thanks to Bruno from Homeschooling Network SA for p assing on this information 
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www.websouth.com.au   
 
 We can help you with design, training, hosting, domain 
name and other facets of your requirements.  We specialise 
in helping small clubs and organisations, by helping them 
with their special needs.  
Proudly hosting the HBL newsletter Website at 
www.websouth.com.au/hbl  
 
 Please contact Jenny Herriman at 
jennyh@websouth.com.au  or on 0427811958 if we can 
help you in any way. 
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Adelaide Writer’s Week 2008 dedicated to Colin Thie le  - Jenny Herriman 

 
On Sunday 2nd March 2008 Jenny, Luke & Toby Herriman travelled down to Adelaide to the opening of the Adelaide Writer’s 
Week, which this year has been dedicated to the memory of the late Colin Thiele.  A large crowd gathered on this very warm 
day to celebrate the start of the week.  Our highlight of the day was to buy the new book “Yours Sincerely, Colin Thiele” which 
was being launched at the end of the week at Hahndorf. The author of this book; Stephany Evans Steggall is well known as 
the author of Colin Thiele’s autobiography “Can I call you Colin?” Stephany was there to sign our book and have a good chat 
to us as we had met her at the launch of Colin’s other book several years ago.  We also met Tony Crawford (from Crawford 
Publishing Company) the publisher of Stephanie’s book. Tony is also the publisher of Colin’s latest book (that he wrote before 
he passed away). This new book is called “Miss Bilby”, a brilliant picture book, and is available now.   
 

   
Jenny & Stephany after Stephany had 

signed our book  
“Yours Sincerely, Colin Thiele” 

Tony Crawford holding Colin’s new book 
“Miss Bilby” and Stephany holding  

“Yours Sincerely, Colin Thiele” 

Luke & Toby have a rest with Stephany in 
the shade at  

Adelaide Writers Week 2008 
 

 

“Yours Sincerely, Colin Thiele” Book Launch  
 
On Friday 7th March the Jenny, Luke & Toby Herriman travelled to “The Cedars” at Hahndorf which is the former home of 
Hans Heysen.  Here they celebrated the launch of “Yours Sincerely, Colin Thiele” written by Stephany Evans Steggall and 
produced by the Crawford Publishing Company from Belair. 
 
Jenny said “We were very pleased to find such a big crowd gathering for the book launch. Stephany had told Peter that it was 
a “low key” event, and only a small group of people were to attend by invitation only. It just goes to show that the “Bush 
Telegraph” still works and the word got out, and just how popular Colin was and still is.   
 
We were also very happy to get a chance to chat again with Ronnie Thiele (Colin’s wife) who had made the trip down from 
Queensland to take part in the book launch.  Another important guest was Jane Lomax-Smith, the SA Minister of Education”. 
 
Dr Peter Heysen (a great friend of Colin’s) and owner of the complex opened the proceedings. He talked about all the good 
times that he had with Colin and his family when they came up to stay and how he really loved having them there. 
 
The book was then officially launched by Mr Bill Reschke who also talked about the times that he spent with Colin.  He then 
introduced the books author, Stephany, who gave a brief talk about how she and Colin approached the different people that 
had written to him in the past. Some of the people who are in the book came from as far away as Toowoomba just to be part 
of the launch. 
 
The afternoon finished with a lovely afternoon tea and German Cake in the gardens of the Heysen home. 
 
Tony Crawford of Crawford Publishing Company told Jenny that there are even more exciting things to come for the 
supporters of Colin’s books. He said how proud he was, that there are two more books to be released later this year, by his 
company. 
 

  
The crowd enjoying a chat and piece of German Cake 

after the launch. 
Ronnie Thiele (Colin’s wife) received a signed book from 
the author Stephany. 
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Myers Briggs 

Personality Type Tests 
and your child  

By Stephanie Mitchell 

Recently I re-did the Myers 
Briggs Personality Type Test 
that I had completed when I 

was in College. I was so impressed with the accuracy of the 
results; I decided to get my dear husband and the kids to do 
the test as well.  

My husband and I had lots of fun laughing at just how 
accurate the descriptions of each other were. The results were 
also very re-assuring from a parenting point of view. Our 
homeschooling takes a very child centered approach to 
learning and there are times when I worry about whether my 
teens will have all the tools they need to easily tackle 
whatever career/study choices they want to pursue in the 
future. The results of the test put a few of my fears to rest.   

The personality test that they completed laid out what each 
personality type is like as a child, as an adult, what work they 
are likely to enjoy, how they learn most easily, what they are 
like in relationships etc.  

Basically the test identifies whether you are predominantly 
Introvert or Extrovert, Sensing or Intuitive, Feeling or Thinking, 
Judging or Perceiving. To understand what each of these 
classifications means you really need to read a bit about them, 
(eg: “Judging” does not mean you are a nasty judgmental 
person – it simply a label that identifies how organized or 
regimented you are etc), but if you are not fussed about the 
label, you can just go on and do the test and it will give you a 
summary of the results. (I have added a link below that has 
info about the 16 personality types). 

As a parent it was great to understand why my child does 
certain things and realize it is actually part of his personality – 
no, he is not just being difficult!! – It also explained some 
things about how to best tackle our learning challenges. It was 
also very re-assuring to have a glimpse of what each child 
might be like as an adult.  

This is an incredibly accurate tool, which is used in 
Psychological assessments at times. I hope you find it as 
helpful as I have. The link is added below. Enjoy!! 

The test - http://www.humanmetrics.com/cgi-win/JTypes1.htm  

Info - http://www.knowyourtype.com/16_types.html (this isn’t 
the best site on this topic, but if you Google it you will probably 
find something better)  

 

            NATURE EDUCATION CENTRE  
 
You can hire/buy all sorts of amazing things for home  
science/biology/zoology, etc, e.g. axolotls, caterpillars,  
cockroaches (ugh), cellar beetles, daphnia (?), 
earthworms,  
dunnarts, plains mice, spinifex hopping mice, finches, 
frogs, guinea  
pigs, hermit crabs, huntsman spiders, mice, blue tongue 
lizards,  
bearded dragon, cunningham's skink, gidgee skink, 
geckoes (3 kinds),  
sleepy/stumpy tail/shingleback lizards, rabbits, rats, 
scorpion,  
spiny leaf insects, tortoise (3 kinds, mealworms, planaria 
(?),  
silkworm eggs, ant lions, pond snails, garden snails, 
tadpoles,  
yabbies, amoeba, bacteria, etc. And that's just the 
critters! 
 
You can also buy/hire all the equipment to go with them, 
e.g. tanks,  
cages, food, feeders, information sheets, incubators, 
microscopes,  
and all sorts of accessories. 
 
And then there are plants, geological specimens and 
fossils,  
preserved specimens (ugh), books and poster, and 
educational kits,  
etc. 
 
You can also visit the Nature Education Centre to see 
the animals  
and learn about them - if you book ahead an NEC 
Education Officer  
can conduct a hone-hour talk between 10am and 2pm 
weekdays. 
 
Or you can book an Education Officer to come and visit 
instead. 
 
If you want a copy of their catalogue then you can 
contact the the  
centre as follows: 
 
Nature Education Centre Inc 
39 Osmond Tce, Norwood, SA 5067 
(on the campus of Norwood Primary School) 
Ph 8363 0238, Fx 8362 0102 

 
Thanks Marina for letting us know about this great 
resource. 
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Do you or your children use the internet for 

research? 
 

If your children needed to do a project on 
“space”, what would they type in to do a Google 

search? 
  

How many hits would they get?  
 

Who has to help them go through the hits to find 
something understandable and relevant?  

 
�  e-encyclopaedia has done the thinking for you!  
�  Google (the “internet people”) and DK (the book 

publisher) have joined forces and created a 
unique website to use with this encyclopaedia. 

�  Any word in this book, which is inside a grey 
circle, has already been searched – eg, they’ve 
typed in “space”, gone through all of the hits, and 
they present you with a list of the 10 best, most 
recommended sites. These sites are visual, 
informative and easy enough for a child to 
understand. Yet, they give enough information 
and ideas, to help you further specify your subject 
matter.  

�  The sites are safe, they are kept updated and 
your child does not have unlimited access to the 
global internet. 

 
Like this idea? You may be interested to know 

that  e-Science and e-Animal are also available! 
 

GREIF & GRACE 
A JOURNEY THROUGH PREGNANCY LOSS 

 
Written by a homeschooling mother, Grief and Grace: 
A Journey Through Pregnancy Loss , shares 
personal stories from Australian and American families 
who have suffered the loss of a baby to miscarriage, 
stillbirth, or neonatal death. 
 
“Amanda Axelby’s book touches the very heart of a 
grieving mother as she honestly and powerfully 
describes          her own experience of losing a child.”  
Vicky Farris, author of A Mom Just Like You. 
 
In this book you will discover… 
Helps for Mothers 
How Family and Friends Can Help 
Memory Ideas 
Thoughts from Grieving Mothers 
Helps for Homeschooling in the Midst of Grief 

 
Available from the 
author at 
www.mummycomf
ort.com.au 
(Special price of 
$19.95 until the 
end of April) 
The book is also 
available from 
Koorong and all 
Christian 
bookstores. Retail 
price $24.95  

 

 
Educational Resources for FREE 

 
Did you know that you can receive DK books and CDROMs for FREE, 

simply by having a party? 
OR 

post you a catalogue containing nearly 700 products and you can 
then place an order direct with me at any time 

Independent Consultant  
 

Kathryn Soar 
8254 7087 

kasoar@optusnet.com.au 
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We are looking for homeschool families that are interested in hosting Korean youngsters during the summer time, 
from the middle of July until the end of August or the winter time, from December until January. 

 The Korean students would be between 10 and 15 years of age, and possess at least a basic level of english. Your 
family can host one child at a time.  

Besides English lessons and keeping a record of their schooling, families are also expected to take the student on 
outings to places such as the zoo, museum, or other activities 1 or 2 times a week.  

If you are interested, please send us an application through our website, www.ilovehomeschool.net or contact us for 
more information. I am attaching an email from the family who joined the program for several years and hope this will 
help you. 

  Thank you,    Jimmy Lee 

  www.ilovehomeschool.net            

   jjlee@ilovehomeschool.co.kr 

    TEL : 8211 311 5277 
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ONLINE SUPPORT: 
 
AUSTRALIAN HOMESCHOOL LIST  
All homeschoolers are welcome to join go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/australianhomeschool/ 
 
HOME EDUCATION SA 
An announcement list of What’s on, outings, news, contacts, resources and more. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/home-
education-sa/ 
  
CM & FRIENDS –ANZ 
Using Charotte Mason-inspired, living books, literature-rich, “wholehearted child” and lifestyle learning approaches. 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CMandFriends-ANZ 
 
CHOOZ  
Classical Home Education Options in Oz- This is an Australian group discussing the classical method, ideas, approaches & 
resources. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Chooz 
 
If you are interested in being part of the next RAT AND CAT HOMESCHOOL THEATRE  production, please phone Richard 
83398371 for  details.  Rehearsals will start late February. 
  
Are you interested in reading and writing?  You can subscribe to the homeschoolers free email magazine 'BOOKS AND  
WRITERS' by emailing Isabella at booksandwritersmagazine@hotmail.com Contributions can be sent anytime and will be 
included in the next edition�  
 

��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � �������� ��������			 				 	 �������� ��� ���� � ��� ���� � �������� 







 ��� ���� � �������� ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � �������� ��� ���� � �������� 







 ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � 


 



 
 �������� ��������
  

CHESS & GAMES CLUB  - First Monday of the month from 1.00 
– 3.00. Currently held in the Botanic Park opposite the Botanic 
Gardens entrance.  Please Contact Cathy 82662144 
 
SALISBURY BOWLING  – Contact Jenny Herriman – 
jennyh@websouth.com.au – Phone 0427811958 
 
CROSS ROAD BOWLING  – Contact Evita Ratcliff – 
ianevita1@optusnet.com.au phone 83613031, mob:0406051223 
 
MURRAY BRIDGE GROUP –For further details contact Tamara 
Lees – 85311918 
 
SOUTHERN HILLS HOMESCHOOL GROUP – Please contact 
Joy – 83881221 for more details 
 

SOUTHERN FLEURIU PENNINSULA HOME EDUCATON 
GROUP – Every second Tuesday 12 noon at different 
locations.  Contact Nicole 04018413655 or email 
taweralane@yahoo.com.au 
 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUBS  –  
South of Adelaide – Lynn Heggblum 
j2lnmh@optusnet.com.au  
Hills Area – Narelle Lee familee@appt.net.au 83880646 
Northern Area – Marie Tapscott tapscott@twp 
 
SOUTHERN BEACHES TUESDAY GROU[ - SOCIALIZING & 
ACTIVITIES FROM 1PM CALL Debbie -83268768 or 
0432680797 for more details. 

Otherways Newsletter  –Subscription $30 per year to PO Box 461, Daylesford, Vic, 3460 
 
Open Access College – enrolments for homeschooling children Years 10-12 at $250 per year.  Students must be 15.5 years old if 
you are a registered home educator.  Languages are offered for year 8 & 9 students.  Phone 8362 2000 for further information. 
 
Educational Choices  – Educational Choices is a new magazine for families choosing home education in Australia and New 
Zealand.  Its aims are to support, encourage and inspire homeschooling parents and provide information for those investigating 
education options for their children.  It is Australia’s first professionally produced and printed magazine to support the growing 
homeschooling community, launching nationally to subscribers and selected retail outlets in February, 2005 For further 
information, see www.educationchoices.com.au  
 
OTEN –Corresponding via NSW TAFE for years 10-12. Students must be 15 years. www.oten.edu.au/oten/index.cfm 
 
Open Learning Australia – Study university courses at home, or study year 12 or TAFE subjects www.ola,edu,au 
 
Aussie Homeschool Resources – looking to buy or sell second-hand curriculum, or share ideas, information and resources?  
This board is open to all homeschoolers – there is no registration and no fees. This is a free service run for the benefit of the 
homeschooling community in Australia. http://homeschoolads.proboards51.com/ 
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YOU HAVE _________ ISSUES REMAINING. 
 

IF YOU HAVE NO FURTHER ISSUES REMAINING, PLEASE RE- SUBSCRIBE IF  
YOU WISH TO RECEIVE FURTHER COPIES……WHO KNOWS WHAT 

 YOU WILL BE MISSING IN THE NEXT ISSUE. 
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