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Issue No. 3 - June-July 2008

From the Editor

What a busy time it has been....although | seem to be saying that in every issue. |
wanted to give everyone involved in the ‘Getting Started with Homeschooling Seminar’
a big pat on the back and a big Thank You. | really thought that everything went really
well. | really liked the family feel to the day, and was appreciative of the fact that | was
able to bring the children along. | can’t wait till next year!

Thanks again for all of your contributions for the June-July issue of the HBL, and
welcome to all the new subscribers and to those of you who have contributed for the
first time.

We have been so lucky with the weather that we have a few ‘out and about articles’ |
always like to know what everyone is up to, it must be the sticky beak in me hahaha.

The next issue deadline for articles is due on July 22",

Love
Nadia

Girls.
Ameeis 7
Hannah is 4
Jordan is 2

Even our dog Sasha is female so
you can understand that my
husband Marc is feeling
quite out numbered.

CONGRATULATIONS EVERYONE

Thanks to everyone’s support we now have over 50 subscribers!
That shows that our homeschooling community is growing strong.
This newsletter would not exist without the support and contributions of everyone so

Well Donel!
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The Restoration of Thought, Foundation & Family Conference

Date: 18" October 2008
Time: 10 AM to 5 PM
Where: The RSL Hall, High St, Strathalbyn
Hosted by:  Old Paths Bible Church
Meeting at 16 Burnside Rd, Strathalbyn
(Box 151, Strathalbyn, South Australia 5255)

Conference Schedule (approximate & may change):

10:00 AM: "The_Restoration of Thought, Foundation and Family " by Joseph Stephen.

This introductory seminar will challenge Christians to think like Christians and to conform their thinking and practise to the
revealed will of God rather than the humanistic agenda most of us have been indoctrinated with.

This seminar will give a brief overview of the Biblical pattern for the family and how it differs from the modern family.
Joshua will give testimony to how the outworking of this pattern in his own family has equipped him for the next generation
of this multigenerational vision of faithfulness.

This seminar will look at the Biblical pattern for the education of our children and God's true test of success.

1:00 PM: Lunch Break

2:00 PM: Book Stall

2:30 PM: "Creation/Evolution: _ the Controversy " by Dr. Carl Wieland from Creation Ministries Inte  rnational .

3:30 PM: "Dinosaurs & the Most-asked Questions ~ Answered! " by Dr. Carl Wieland from Creation Ministries
International.

4:30 PM: Book Stall

To register for the conference, please contact:
Pastor Greg McPherson: 08 85363307
Or
Joseph Stephen: 0416 090232
E-mail: joestephen@internode.on.net
WWW: http://users.on.net/joeflorence/conference.htm
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PO Box 22, BOOLEROO CENTRE, SA 5482
Phone: 08-8658-6019
Email: adnilpress@ozemail.com.au .
Because Learning is the Voyage of a Lifetime. Bllac
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Adelaide May 2008
“I loved the friendly atmosphere of the event most. It had a warm fuzzy feeling to it all say...”
“What a fantastic day... as a new homeschooler it helped strengthen my desire to continue on this road.”
“... the sharing of each others’ personal experiences was a highlight...”

“The children present were a real credit to their families; it was great that while there was something for
them to do in an organised way, they were still free to move around the place which | think is very
important...”

“... liked how the day was all in one space — people like me who couldn't make the whole day could browse
and listen... stallholders and parents with children also could listen from afar.”

“My daughter especially loved the 'Homeschooling At Our Place' display.”
“... my brain is somewhat fried from all the information to process...”

“... it was great to see parents there who were not just homeschooling, but just considering
homeschooling.”

“Resources are great but | still think the best bit is meeting people and being able to ask questions and
share experiences.”

“An annual event would be great...”
“I was really impressed with how well [the workshops] went despite the lack of space.”
“Thanks so much to the people who worked hard for today. Very much appreciated!”

“Wow! It was so great! There was a full hall of homeschooling resources to look through — trestles and
trestles and trestles full ... | was in heaven!”

“... all the workshop presenters were really great, too! And it was hard to wrap up each session as
everyone was so focussed on the information being shared ... they could hardly tear themselves away
to get to the next sessions!”

“I think with the success of attendance, vendors, and overall running of the event we can seriously look at
running it again next year...”

“... we also had a great time. I'm very appreciative of Melinda and the others help with looking after my four
kids. It was the first time since beginning homeschooling that | could browse and touch and ask questions
of real people (rather than on a computer screen) regarding resources.”

“... was also the first time that my husband has been to anything about homeschooling and he actually
went to bed reading homeschooling information!”

“Thanks for all the organising to everyone involved.”
“... was good to meet some more people who homeschool.”

“l enjoyed the day... It's always fun to catch up with old faces and good to put names on this list to faces at
last...”

“I thought it was particularly good to see a number of enquirers there — parents who had heard of home ed
and were investigating the option for their littlies or thinking of taking older kids out of school.”

“... when you have people hanging around the workshop speakers well after time’s up, and lots of excited
conversations going on one-to-one around the hall, you know you're addressing real needs for folks.”

“... it's always wonderful to see older children embracing the younger ones...”

“parents — you have delightful children... | think it is a credit to everyone to see how well our children young
and old behave and interact.”
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Reqistration & Requlation of Schools & Children's Services

Education Act and Children's Services Act Review

This year the Government is seeking the views of the community through a series of discussion
papers as part of its reform and review of the Education and Children's Services Acts.

On the 31st March 2008 the Minister for Education and Children’s Services released Legislative
Reform Discussion Paper 2: the Registration and Regulation of Schools and Children's Services.

Public consultation on this paper will run until Monday 30th June 2008.

This paper and more information, including a feedback from, can be accessed through the Discussion
Paper 2 which can be found on http://www.edlawreform.sa.gov.au

The paper contains eight proposals:

Proposal One Summary: Integrate the Children's Services Act and Education Act

Proposal Two Summary: Improve and further formalise the system of regulation and registering
education and care services such that minimum standards are compelled to be met.

Proposal Three Summary: Bring all services under the one Act - private and state schools,
homeschools, early childhood services, child-care services, before and after school care services,
etc.

Proposal Four Summary: Apply the principles of ‘co-regulation’...

Proposal Five Summary: Consistency in regulation arising from establishing a single entity (Authority
or Board) overseeing all of the above areas.

Proposal Six Summary: Sharing the costs of effective regulation - charging schools, teachers, etc., for
licensing and registration costs...

Proposal Seven Summary: Looking at different approaches to charging regulatory fees...

Proposal Eight Summary: Ensure smooth transition to new regulations an conditions.

Please make time to read through the Discussion Paper and fill out the Feedback form and have a
say: the proposals will impact on how education is delivered in South Australia. Apart from tinkering
every now whatever Bill gets passed in Parliament will stay in force for decades. The current
Education Act was legislated in 1972!

Comment by Beverley Paine

A very brief read of the SA proposals for legislative change gave rise to me cynically thinking that this
is an attempt to privatise education completely (via the back door, in the same way as water and
electricity). There seems to be an emphasis of shifting responsibility for the cost of delivering
education to a 'separate entity'. Regardless of whether this happens, it is clear from the tone of the
document that regulation is set to get tighter across the board. | am concerned that if the direction
that these proposals appear to be heading is adopted, then home educators can expect a push to be
not only registered but to have qualifications too, as well as having to pay for the privilege of being
‘registered’. The future looks dark and | hope I'm wrong. However, the proposals seem extraordinarily
radical to me and it's rare that radical proposals get up... It's imperative that home educators make
their desires known throughout the separate consultation periods.

HBL Newsletter June-July 2008 5




If vou are looking for some wise advice to apply to your own
home schooling adventures, don’t look here

I'M A BEGINNER! Instead | have nothing more than a handful of mistakes to report! | guess we could all do
that if we were silly enough to want to! I'd like to think (I really would) that things just aren’t so hard as we make
them seem in our minds (I really would)! And in fact | do feel a bit more relaxed since the seminar last weekend.
We've been going batty here , Ethan and I, since | decided to get all serious at the start of this year! It is just the
stress of feeling | have to live up to someone else’s standard of “educating” my child, the fact that we are
compelled to go through all this because someone else decided it was a good idea (here | say this while little
children in some poor country walk for miles to be able to go to school).

Well if this must be done, | take GREAT comfort in the fact that I'll be the one with Ethan all day every day, I'll be
listening to his queries, and to an extent, I'll decide what he’ll learn about. | could easily make a big long list of
why | prefer this option. | have enjoyed the volunteering I've done at Ethan’s old primary school because | love
being around kids, but | have to say that | am for home schooling, even though | do understand that all people are
going through their own things in life and may not be able to do it or even see the benefit for one reason or
another (just about everyone I've ever met included).

We have started home schooling “properly” (I can hear the laughter) at the
beginning of this year. | say “properly” because we've always enjoyed a
learning approach to life anyway. We also didn’t send Ethan to primary school
till he was 6, after doing about half a year of kindy (he is 8 now). It was partly
not knowing what else to do but send him to school, as well as the fact that he
wanted to go (so he thought till he actually went!). A few months into it and he
was slowly becoming unhappy and non-cooperative at school, pretty much as
he had at kindy. As soon as the possibility of home schooling was brought up
again, his efforts at school declined! Funny that. So the last term of last year,
we did a bit of this and that, not a great deal of recording but we dated and kept
what he did on paper. We had also moved so we were using that time to settle
in as well.

| decided to work with the terms like school does because | myself need some
kind of frame/rules/schooliness or | become

completely overwhelmed _with all the exciting ideas and possibilities, which renders me pretty useless at
organising anything whatsoever (only just happened a few weeks ago actually; no; happened for most of term 1).
| also felt | needed to know those holidays would be there  , regardless of how we were going or what needed

doing!

All this talk about me!  Well | tried to see what Ethan wanted,
asked him lots of questions all the time; in the end | found that he
is happy when | am happy , so for a start we'll do it in a way that
| can function. | can see that we are already slowly tailoring this
to Ethan’s likes/needs/strengths and weaknesses etc, until one
day we’ll be just cruising won't we  ?!

First term | wrote down everything we did, recorded with pictures, dated work,
etc; tried to organise some things in advance (it was called flying by the seat of
my pants ). | didn’t know how we were doing according to the state’s standards .
This stress built up, not knowing how much time to spend, how to categorise
half the things we did (3 or 4 of the “key learning areas” could be covered in a
single activity!), we were not in a routine (me), had no support... the stress
affected Ethan also and we were not happy chappies .
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You can imagine my excitement at finding the SA home ed group site on the net! Finally some experiences |
could relate to and so much helpful and interesting information. My excitement soon changed though to the
realisation that everyone was a few hours drive away, so | went back to feeling sorry for myself  for a while

there.

But it's amazing what the determination to do what is in my
heart has helped me to achieve already! | NEVER thought I'd
be organised enough to do this, but | have a strong desire, and
thanks to you others who are continuously sharing your
experiences, a bit more confidence in myself and what will
eventually be my own unique approach. Frankly it's exciting!
This term is laid out in front of us, which | am still researching for
(flying by seat of pants again , but with a bit of direction this
time). | like the idea of finding information myself. | like that |
can present this information in an unbiased way (another skill I'm
learning - not to overshadow Ethan with my own opinions).

attending school blah blah

+ Getting Started with Homeschooling:
Practical Considerations

+ Learning Without School

+ Learning in the Absence of Education

+ Practical Homeschooling Booklets Series

+ Homeschooling Diaries & Home Education
Report Portfolios

PO Box 371 Yankalilla 5203 South Australia
ph: (08) 8558 3212 email: contact@beverleypaine.com

Beth Dehne
feelfree_33@yahoo.com.au

I am still not registered. | filled out all the “application for exemption from
” forms, not that | had much of an idea of what
to write. I've come to realise | have a sixth sense when it comes to
hoarding; | had a good amount of resources ready to go, so | based my
application around those things. | sent that off several weeks ago. |
haven’'t had a reply yet, but I'm not so stressed about that now. At this
stage, I'm not for or against registering when it comes to my own situation.
Plus I've heard how busy they are, and that Sally was on leave too. | tried
ringing on Monday and left a message so we’ll see what happens .

www.websouth.com.au

We can help you with design, training, hosting,
domain name and other facets of your
requirements. We specialise in helping small
clubs and organisations, by helping them with
their special needs.

Proudly hosting the HBL newsletter Website at
www.websouth.com.au/hbl

WANTED TO BUY

“Educating Children at Home”
by Alan Thomas

Please contact

Jude Crowe

Nairne (08) 83880274
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NATURE EDUCATION CENTRE

You can hire/buy all sorts of amazing things for home
science/biology/zoology, etc, e.g. axolotls, caterpillars,
cockroaches (ugh), cellar beetles, daphnia (?),
earthworms,

dunnarts, plains mice, spinifex hopping mice, finches,
frogs, guinea
pigs, hernit crabs) huntsman spiders, mice, blue tongue
lizards,
bearded dta
geckoes

unningham's skink, gidgee skink,

silkworm €ggs, ant lions, pond snails, garden snails,
tadpoles,

yabbies, amoeba, bacteria, etc. And that's just the
critters!

You can also buy/hire all the equipment to go with them,
e.g. tanks,

cages, food, feeders, information sheets, incubators,
microscopes,

and all sorts of accessories.

And then there are plants, geological specimens and
fossils,

preserved specimens (ugh), books and poster, and
educational kits,

etc.

You can also visit the Nature Education Centre to see
the animals

and learn about them - if you book ahead an NEC
Education Officer

can conduct a hone-hour talk between 10am and 2pm
weekdays.

Or you can book an Education Officer to come and visit
instead.

If you want a copy of their catalogue then you can
contact the the
centre as follows:

Nature Education Centre Inc

39 Osmond Tce, Norwood, SA 5067

(on the campus of Norwood Primary School)
Ph 8363 0238, Fx 8362 0102

Thanks Marina for letting us know about this great
resource.
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| start each year full of inspiration, energy and the dreams of achieving big things with my children in the upcoming
year. | spend the first couple of weeks racing around trying to get supplies so that | begin with everything that | need.
This year was no different. The focus being Art Appreciation. Yes my angelic 6 and 4 year olds were going to be
budding artists. | put the call out to get ideas on how to introduce different artist and thanks to you all | had many
ideas to ponder about. What | settled for was Art Plagiarism. Luckily for me and the rest of the Art world our replicas
made for pretty poor forgeries.

My goal was to study one Artist's work each week for 1 term and then moving on to the next artist. What | quickly
realised was that Amee was never going to be happy rushing through one painting per week, alas her perfectionism.
We have so far managed 3 paintings from Vincent Van Gogh.

| have tried to stay true to the mediums originally used but | am starting to have a better understanding of why my
mother kept her oil paints securely locked up! To make things slightly easier | gave the girls some oil pastels to make
their masterpieces, at least it smells similar. The first painting that we tried was ‘Sunflowers’ which the girls choose
themselves. | helped with the initial sketch and our creative juices were flowing.........

Hannah quickly lost interest. At 4 years old this was not unexpected so | helped her clean up. Amee's enthusiasm
did not waver however and she really enjoyed blending the colours together with her fingers. It was not until Jordan
woke up from her afternoon nap and tried to eat the oil pastels that we had to call it a day.

| wonder in Vincent was up against odds like these?

| thought that | would share the art work that is proudly displayed in our own private gallery on our hallway wall.

Sunflowers by Amee 6 Haystacks by Amee Sunflowers by Hannah 4 Haystacks by Hannah

Educational Resources for FREE

Did you know that you can receive DK books and CDROMs for FREE,
simply by having a party?
OR

post you a catalogue containing nearly 700 products and you can then
place an order direct with me at any time
Independent Consultant

Kathryn Soar
8254 7087
kasoar@optusnet.com.au
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My non-educational thoughts on curriculum

I've been a home school mum for over a year now. Something to be proud of | know. Initially | was happy if | survived a
month..then a term...and now with a little bit of hindsight I'm kind of thinking that maybe its not so hard after all. There is one
thing in particular though that hangs over my head like a dark cloud. It's that eternal question that pops up when | least expect
it..."which curriculum are you using?" | know, | know...people just cant help themselves. It goes hand in hand when
mentioning that | home school. In the same way that children get asked how old they are and mothers of babies asked "is he
a good baby?"

In my opinion, the word 'curriculum'...like other words that have that dreaded "rr" in them, should be removed all together from
this planet. No one would disagree with me that terrorism, hemorrhoids and cardiac arrest are things that we could all do
without. So why not get rid of the curriculum concept as well? Just think... it would make homeschooling so much more
enticing.

Imagine the education department sending their rep over to your home to make sure that your children were being properly
educated. They would make sure that your child was spending most of their day outside in the fresh air. They would then
deduct points if they felt that your child's day looked too similar to the day before. The rep would tsk tsk when seeing work
that looked repetitive and practically faint when presented with a daily schedule.

In many ways a curriculum for a home school family reminds me of a birthing plan for the pregnant couple. It's a fairly
standard procedure these days for the doctor or midwife to sit down with the couple and discuss what sort of ideas they have
in mind for the impending birth. The options are endless. Water births, epidurals, medical students being present and so on.
Reality is though...that once the woman is about five centimetres dilated. The birthing plan - along with the scented candles,
whale sounds CD and the massage oils get thrown out the window. The rest of the labour is then able to progress as nature
intended. It's a completely acceptable practice to spend ages discussing a birth plan. and then having it discarded within
moments of that first contraction. Let's embrace that for the homeschooling family as well. Let's allow the dialogue about
curriculum to take place...but once that first cramp happens...let's ditch it and allow nature to take its course.

As much as I'm in awe of families that have their day planned out...as much as | come away from their home with my head
hanging in shame. | have to wonder..

How do you design a curriculum that makes room for a spontaneous trip to the beach... that lasts all day... where you just can't
pull yourself away from the magical sand castle so you come home after bed time with sand in your hair and exhausted smiles
on your faces? A curriculum that then allows the next day to not even start till after ten because everyone needs to stay in

bed and recharge.

Or a curriculum that allows for the kids to venture down to the nature reserve at the back of your house. They pack their own
lunch and don't come back for hours. Eventually in the late afternoon they return with stories about waterfalls from the latest
down pour, finding blue tongue lizards and catching yabbies with their bare hands.

Or a curriculum that caters to younger siblings who are urgently needing help to build the biggest duplo tower ever and then
decide that they no longer need morning naps?

For the life of me | just can't see how a home school curriculum can in anyway go hand in hand with children who wake up in
the morning ready to create, explore and have that zest for life that is so rare these days.

Yes my kids are doing maths most days. Yes they write stuff about their lives or stories that
they create. And yes...if | can pull myself away from the endless dirty dishes I try to make a
point of correcting their spelling and so on. But to be honest. other than that our days just
happen. | figure that they are learning so much from the books they devour, the cubbies they
are building, the dance routines they choreograph and the time spent helping in the home.
Their dad gets involved with the occasional science lesson (thankfully I'm not expected to help
out in that department)and he is available at dinner times for vital questions about friction and
distances in space. We are also blessed with a multi talented friend that teaches the kids
anything from fire twirling to crocheting colourful beanies.

I long for the day | can stand tall when asked about my home school curriculum. When with a
straight face and with full confidence | can say "we follow the highly sought after...
'spontaneous' approach".
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MT GAMBIER
LEM (Light Educational Ministries)
BOOK DISPLAY 19™ JUNE 2008

To see the flyer go to https://www.lem.com.au/BDMtg08.pdf or read the
copied information below. To find out more about LEM go to
https://www.lem.com.au/welcome.html

LEM book displays provide an opportunity for “hands-on' browsing
of LEM's books and resources. Registration is not required, but a gold
coin donation requested to cover costs.

When Thursday 19 June 2008
Time 1 pm -5 pm
Where Mt Gambier Christian Centre, 15 Stafford St, Mt Gambier
Enquiries Kylie Mullen, 0418 882 500
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LEARNING STYLES PART 3.

What is an auditory learner?

Auditory learners understand new ideas and concepts best when they hear the information. If you
peek into a classroom, they're the ones who learn a tune in a snap just from hearing their teacher
sing it, or who can follow directions to the letter after being told only once or twice what to do.
Other auditory learners concentrate better at a task when they have music or white noise in the
background, or retain new information more accurately when they talk it out.

What are the benefits of knowing my child's learnin g style?

Knowing how your child likes to learn and process information is an invaluable tool that you can
use to help her do better in school and develop a love of learning. Education experts have
identified three main types of learners — physical, visual, and auditory. Understanding that your
child is an auditory learner (though her style may shift later), and therefore most comfortable
using hearing to explore the world, can help you play to that strength and work on the other
learning styles — physical and visual — that need more stimulation.

When learning about a new math concept, for example, an auditory learner will remember the
information if she can listen to the teacher explain it or sing it and answer her questions. A
physical learner may need to use blocks, an abacus, or other counting materials to practice the
new concept. A visual learner will grasp the material more quickly by reading about it in a math
book, watching her teacher solve a sample problem on the black board, or seeing herself solve
the problem with concrete materials.

These learning styles aren't just theoretical. Several studies have shown that accommodating a child's learning style can significantly
increase her performance at school. Many of these studies were based on a specific learning styles program developed by Rita Dunn,
director of the Centre for the Study of Learning and Teaching Styles at St. John's University in Jamaica, N.Y., and the evidence is
compelling. Two elementary schools in North Carolina increased the achievement test scores of students from the 30th percentile to the
83rd percentile over a three-year period. And in 1992, the U.S. Department of Education found that attending to a child's learning style
was one of the few strategies that improved achievement of special education students on national tests.

What can | do to help my auditory child excel at sc ~ hool?

The best way to support your auditory child is to indulge her interests and provide her with the materials she needs to learn. "Pay
attention to activities your child enjoys, and try to approach learning from that point,” says Kurt Fischer, director of Mind, Brain, and
Education at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. Have lots of audio materials, such as books-on-tape and music, readily
available at home. If she's working on a project or playing a game, go over the directions with her orally. Ask her lots of questions and
encourage her to do the same, especially at school, if she needs help understanding a topic or doesn't understand what she needs to
do for homework. Talking about subjects as much as she needs to will help her grasp new concepts for 2nd to 3rd graders:

How can | address my auditory child's weaknesses in other areas?

Try not to think of your child's heavy reliance on her hearing and listening skills as a weakness. Just because she's primarily an auditory
learner doesn't mean she'll have trouble keeping up in school. Learning styles aren't set in stone — your child will adopt other styles as
she grows older and develops other skills. "Learning is complex," says Barbara Given, director of the Adolescent Learning Research
Centre at the Krasnow Institute for Advanced Study at George Mason University in Fairfax, Va. "Finding out your child's learning style is
just the tip of the iceberg." What matters more is how you use this information to help your child learn new things.

While it's important to provide your child with many opportunities to engage in listening activities, Given says pay attention to the other
learning styles, too. "It's crucial that parents work with multiple senses as well, so the child can become well rounded and use various
strategies to grasp new information," she says. To help boost her visual skills, play matching card games or "l spy" (you say, for
example, "l spy a man in a red shirt and your child has to find him). To give her more physical stimulation, immerse her in hands-on
activities such as building models, flying kites, and making collages.

You can also teach her how to compensate for her lack of strength in the other learning styles. For example, if she finds it hard to learn
about dinosaurs by reading about them, which works well for visual learners, or by touching clay figures of different types of dinosaurs,
an activity that appeals to physical learners, rent some books-on-tape on the subject. You could also talk to her teacher about taping the
lessons so she can listen to them again when she's home. If she's struggling to learn grammar, "Schoolhouse Rock" or other jingles that
help auditory kids remember the rules of the English language will help.

Teach her to use her auditory skills to complement any activities that are more visual or physical. If she's in circle time and is unable to
concentrate on the stories she's hearing because the teacher is showing the pictures in the book at the same time, tell her to sit away
from the teacher where she's not distracted by the images, close her eyes, and listen. If she's learning how to dance or solve a math
problem, she can whisper each step to herself as she does it.

In the end, what matters most is that you nurture and support your child's learning, no matter what her style. Follow her lead and focus
not on how great she's becoming at certain subjects, but on how great she is in general. "Good parenting counts most," says Given. "lt's

essential for learning and discovery." For more information and to test your child’s learning style go to www.carent .com
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Our home school
group came up
to Adelaide and
went to the class
at the art gallery.
We made
stained glass
windows. We
made them by
drawing a picture
we wanted to do
with a permanent

marker, onto Perspex then we used glass paint to paint
them, | did an angel. It was pretty cool and it we all; had

fun.

After our lunch and run around we went to the museum
where some of us dug for dinosaur fossils, some made
movable dinosaurs and some did boomerangs. With the

OUT AND ABOUT

dinosaur fossils we had to dig them up, the stuff the

dinosaur fossils were in was really hard.

Our Southern home school group
went on a trip to the Post Office.
We went behind the scenes and
looked at the post boxes and
where the mail comes into.

We discussed what things we
could send in

the mail and

the journey of

a letter or

parcel.

Samantha and | got to carry mail
bags full of mail, it was heavy.
They gave us all some stamps
when we left.

We had fun at the post office.

By Dominic Cumming

A lot of kids did the dinosaur fossils. We all had a good

time.

My favorite part was digging the dinosaur fossils up. It was

a really fun day.

By Samantha Cumming

Contact Nicole Tilson on taweralane@yahoo.com.au for

more information about this group.
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I'M INVISIBLE

I'm invisible.

It all began to make
sense, the blank stares,
the lack of response,
the way one of the kids
will walk into the room
while I'm on the phone
and ask to be taken to
the store. Inside I'm
thinking, "Can't you see

I'm on the phone?" Obviously not. No one can see if I'm on the
phone, or cooking, or sweeping the floor or even standing on my
head in the corner, because no one can see me at all.

I'm invisible!

Some days | am only a pair of hands, nothing more: Can you fix
this? Can you tie this? Can you open this?

Some days I'm not a pair of hands; I'm not even a human being.
I'm a clock to ask, "What time is it?" I'm a satellite guide to
answer, "What number is the Disney channel?" I'm a car to
order, "Right around 5.30 please."

| was certain that these were the hands that had once held
books and the eyes that studied history and the mind that
graduated summa cum laude - but now they had disappeared
into the peanut butter, never to be seen again.

She's going...she's going...she's gone!

One night, a group of us were having dinner, celebrating the
return of a friend from England.

Janice had just gotten back from a fabulous trip, and she was
going on and on about the hotel she stayed in. | was sitting
there, looking around at all the others all put together so well. It
was hard not to compare and feel sorry for myself as | looked
down at my out-of-style dress; it was the only thing | could find
that was clean... My unwashed hair was pulled back in a banana
clip and | was afraid | could actually smell peanut butter in it. |
was feeling pretty pathetic, when Janice turned to me with a
beautifully wrapped package, and said, "I bought this for you". It
was a book on the great Cathedrals of Europe. | wasn't exactly
sure why she'd given it to me until | read her inscription:

"With admiration for the greatness of what you are building when
no one sees."

In the days ahead | would read - no devour - the book, and |
would discover, what would become for me, four life changing
truths, after which | could pattern my work:

*No one can say who built the great cathedrals - we have no
record of their names.

*These builders gave their whole lives for a work they would
never see finished.

*They made great sacrifices and expected no credit.
* The passion of their building fuelled by their faith that the eyes
of God saw everything!

A legendary story in the book told of a rich man who came to
visit the cathedral while it was being built, and he saw a
workman carving a tiny bird on the inside of a beam. He was
puzzled and asked the man, "Why are you spending so much
time carving the bird into a beam that will be covered by the
roof? No one will ever see it." And the workman replied,
"Because God sees."

| closed the book, feeling the missing piece fall into place. It was
almost as if | heard God whispering to me.

"l see you. | see the sacrifices you make every day, even when
no one around you does. No act of kindness you've done, no
sequin you've sewn on, no cupcake you've baked, is too small
for me to notice and smile over. You are building a great
cathedral, but you can't see right now what it will become.”

At times, my invisibility feels like an affliction. But it is not a
disease that is erasing my life. It is the cure for the disease of
my own self-centredness. It is the antidote to my strong,
stubborn pride.

When | really think about it, | don't want my son to tell the friends
he's bringing home for Thanksgiving. "My Mum gets up at 4 in
the morning and bakes homemade pies, and then she hand
bastes the turkey for three hours and presses all the linen for the
table." That would mean I'd built a shrine or a monument to
myself. | just want him to want to come home. And then, if there
is anything more to say to his friends, to add, "You're gonna love
it there."

As mothers, we are building great cathedrals. We cannot see if
we're doing it right. And one day, it is very possible that the
world will marvel, not only at what we have built, but at the
beauty that has been added to the world by the sacrifices of
invisible women!

author unknown.

Fountain Resources
Resources for Life

Suppliers of Books, Media, Home
Education resources,

including Charlotte Mason resources.
Supplying resources such as the Faith
and Life Series,

as well as books from authors such as

Laura Berquist,
Karen Andreola, Catherine Levisan,
Elizabeth Foss and more!

16 Arcoona Ave. Rostrevor SA 5073
Phone: (08) 8365 8921 or 0407 658 921, Fax:
(08) 8365 7156,

Email: admin@fountainresources.com.au
Web-site: www.fountainresources.com.au
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ONLINE SUPPORT:

AUSTRALIAN HOMESCHOOL LIST
All homeschoolers are welcome to join go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/australianhomeschool/

HOME EDUCATION SA
An announcement list of What's on, outings, news, contacts, resources and more. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/home-
education-sa/

CM & FRIENDS -ANZ
Using Charotte Mason-inspired, living books, literature-rich, “wholehearted child” and lifestyle learning approaches.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CMandFriends-ANZ

CHOOZ
Classical Home Education Options in Oz- This is an Australian group discussing the classical method, ideas, approaches &
resources. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Chooz

If you are interested in being part of the next RAT AND CAT HOMESCHOOL THEATRE production, please phone Richard
83398371 for details. Rehearsals will start late February.

Are you interested in reading and writing? You can subscribe to the homeschoolers free email magazine 'BOOKS AND
WRITERS' by emailing Isabella at booksandwritersmagazine@hotmail.com Contributions can be sent anytime and will be
included in the next edition

CHESS & GAMES CLUB - First Monday of the month from 1.00 SOUTHERN FLEURIU PENNINSULA HOME EDUCATON

— 3.00. Currently held in the Botanic Park opposite the Botanic GROUP — Every second Tuesday 12 noon at different

Gardens entrance. Please Contact Cathy 82662144 locations. Contact Nicole 04018413655 or email
taweralane@yahoo.com.au

SALISBURY BOWLING - Contact Jenny Herriman —

jennyh@websouth.com.au — Phone 0427811958 SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUBS -
South of Adelaide — Lynn Heggblum
CROSS ROAD BOWLING - Contact Evita Ratcliff — j2lInmh@optusnet.com.au

ianevital@optusnet.com.au phone 83613031, mob:0406051223 Hills Area — Narelle Lee familee@appt.net.au 83880646
Northern Area — Marie Tapscott tapscott@twp

MURRAY BRIDGE GROUP —For further details contact Tamara

Lees — 85311918 SOUTHERN BEACHES TUESDAY GROU[ - SOCIALIZING &
ACTIVITIES FROM 1PM CALL Debbie -83268768 or

SOUTHERN HILLS HOMESCHOOL GROUP — Please contact 0432680797 for more details.

Joy-83881221 for more details

Otherways Newsletter —Subscription $30 per year to PO Box 461, Daylesford, Vic, 3460

Open Access College — enrolments for homeschooling children Years 10-12 at $250 per year. Students must be 15.5 years old if
you are a registered home educator. Languages are offered for year 8 & 9 students. Phone 8362 2000 for further information.

Educational Choices - Educational Choices is a new magazine for families choosing home education in Australia and New
Zealand. Its aims are to support, encourage and inspire homeschooling parents and provide information for those investigating
education options for their children. It is Australia’s first professionally produced and printed magazine to support the growing
homeschooling community, launching nationally to subscribers and selected retail outlets in February, 2005 For further
information, see www.educationchoices.com.au

OTEN —Corresponding via NSW TAFE for years 10-12. Students must be 15 years. www.oten.edu.au/oten/index.cfm

Open Learning Australia — Study university courses at home, or study year 12 or TAFE subjects www.ola,edu.,au

Aussie Homeschool Resources - looking to buy or sell second-hand curriculum, or share ideas, information and resources?
This board is open to all homeschoolers — there is no registration and no fees. This is a free service run for the benefit of the
homeschooling community in Australia. http://homeschoolads.proboards51.com/
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YOU HAVE ISSUES REMAINING.

IF YOU HAVE NO FURTHER ISSUES REMAINING, PLEASE RE- SUBSCRIBE IF
YOU WISH TO RECEIVE FURTHER COPIES...... WHO KNOWS WHAT
YOU WILL BE MISSING IN THE NEXT ISSUE.
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