Postal address :
HBL Newsletter Editor Jenny Herriman
PO Box 85, EUDUNDA, SA, 5374
hbleditor@websouth.com.au
www.websouth.com.au/hbl

A HBL
NEWSLETTER

HOME BASED LEARNING SOUTH AUSTRALIA - ESTABLISHED 1989

Yo 1 - FEnwary 2007 - Mhaci 2007

Hi Everyone,

Well welcome to 2007. | thought the last newsletter was going to be my last, but at
this stage | have a helper in Jenny Venning which is really great and you never know
Jenny might decide to take over from me eventually, but not In the near future, so |
hope people will still send in articles to keep it going. We have had a quiet time
during the holidays so we have been greatful for the break and not having to travel so
much.

The next issue deadline for articles is due on Marc  h 22™.  Please don't forget
that this is YOUR MAGAZINE so please help by sending in articles.

Yours in Home Education Jenny

The next Home School Camp - Port Elliot Caravan Par  k from the 3rd to 8th February

Homeschooling Camps
by Beverley Paine

This year a few of us have decided that we'd like to go camping more often as a group. To
kick start our camping odyssey we're getting together at Port Elliot Caravan Park from the
3rd to 8th February . If you'd like to join us phone the caretaker 08 8554 2134 and book
your site. There are half a dozen families booked in so far. The caravan park is nestled in
the protected picturesque Horseshoe Bay close to Victor Harbour about 80km south of
Adelaide.

To keep up to date with plans for future homeschooling camps and to join in friendly chatter
about camps, you are most welcome to join:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SAHomeschoolCamps

What happens at a homeschooling camp?  Here are some of the things we've done at past camps:

Concert: this is always a lot of fun, not only for those participating but also for the audience. Usually lasts an hour or so
and includes both children and parents having a go at either singing, dancing, telling jokes, mimes, skits, magic, recitals,
charades, or playing a musical instrument (including air guitars!) The acts are often devised during the camp with
rehearsals taking part on the afternoon of the concert. Costumes and props are often also made during the camp. It's all a
lot of fun!

Quiz night: these can be simply or elaborately prepared, usually by a couple of mums or dads, and are always a big hit
with everyone. We tend to start the quiz as soon as possible after dinner before the little ones get really tired. Campers
split into equal teams, with 'littlies’ and 'oldies' evenly dispersed. There are questions to suit all ages and games to break
up the concentration!

Games Night: families bring card, dice and board games and we usually set aside the first afternoon or evening to play
games. This is a really great ice breaker. The children will often continue to play the games throughout the camp.
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Fancy Dress Parade: we've done this a couple of times, either bringing costumes to the camp or making them during the
camp. The younger children always enjoy dressing up and playing with a box of props and costumes afterwards.

Art and Craft activities: Families usually bring an activity or two they'd like to share with others. Costs can be

reimbursed by participants for expensive activities where resources need to be purchased before the camp. The yahoo
group is a great way to keep in touch to help plan activities of this nature. We normally don't have a schedule or time table
for activities. We've found that allowing families to offer the activity when they are ready usually works best, with everyone
feeling comfortable about joining in if they want. You'll generally find something happening at a homeschooling camp!

Games: at some of our camps we've had organised 'morning circles' where we ‘warm up' with fun activities or gentle
exercises, Tai Chi or Yoga. During the day some of the parents have motivated children by starting ball games such as
soccer or cricket. Some venues have equipment such as half-court tennis, archery, mini-golf, swimming pool or table
tennis and we'll either organise structured sessions or use the equipment when we want. Beach camps always involve
time spent building sandcastles, swimming, sunset walks, exploring reefs or fun and games in the dunes. Families bring
sports equipment to share with other families and there's usually lots to do throughout the camps.

Bon Fire: during the non-fire risk season we usually have a bon fire on one night, roasting marshmallows, making and
eating damper, cooking over the fire, baked potatoes, etc.

Other activities: At some camps different parents or children offer to teach the rest of us (those that want to) different
skills. This has included circus skills, first aid, tracking and other environmental activities, astronomy and star

gazing, cooking and baking, basket weaving, making kites, making cards, painting, making name/button badges, making
and decorating a camp banner, horse riding lessons, feeding animals, demonstrations, canoeing, marbling, massage, and
lots more!

Homeschooling workshops: Can be run on any topic relating to homeschooling. I've been to ones on reporting and
recording, getting approval, different styles and approaches to homeschooling, networking with other homeschoolers,
We've also had great sessions where we've just sat around and talked and talked about anything and everything related
to homeschooling while the children happily busied themselves playing.

Excursions. Several of the camps we've been on have included excursions to nearby tourist features, including natural
features such as gorges, islands, lakes, and bushwalks. We've visited museums, walked around historical towns, gone
underground and gazed in wonder at stalactites and bats, visited mines, wineries, cheese and chocolate factories! Every
area has something wonderful or educational to visit.

Homeschooling camps are as good as families attending want them to be. To get the most out of a camp I've often found
I've had to ease out of my social comfort zone and go up boldly to strangers and start a conversation. Doing an activity
together is a great way to start the social ball rolling! At my first ever homeschooling camp | organised a marbling
activity, bringing enough resources for about 40 people. | timidly set up the equipment and with my own family began
marbling, laying out our colourful pictures to dry. In no time others joined us and we had great fun as we busily created
amazing pictures together. Someone produced a ream of paper as we quickly run out. The activity was a huge hit and by
the end of the afternoon I'd made several new friends. The next day we went bushwalking, swimming and canoeing
together and those friendships endured for several years.

Camps aren't complete without everyone sharing in the tidying and cleaning of the camp site or venue on the last day.
Families leaving early usually chip in, doing whatever they can to help make the job easier for those leaving last.

Organising homeschooling camps can be simple or complex: a lot depends on the venue and what kinds of activities you
want to run. Venues such as Camp Coorong and Narnu Farm offer a range of educational activities (for extra cost per
person). Someone will need to act as coordinator for these activities and draw up a time table put together numbers and
ages of participants, collect money and liase with the camp owners. Some camps are held at venues with dormitory,
cottage or cabin accommodation, while other camps are simply bush camps. | find that providing families with a basic list
of what to bring is usually appreciated: it's easy to forget something. At our last beach camp, on the Fleuriue Peninsula |
forgot to remind everyone that the weather can be changeable and that although its midsummer families needed to bring
jumpers and jackets as it can often turn cold and rainy!

To organise a camp the first thing you need to do is find a few families who are keen on getting together for more than
one day. The next step is to pick a place you all want to visit. Someone checks out the camping venues and a decision is
made whether your camp will be a venue such as the Anglican Diocesan Centre at Melrose in the southern Flinders
Ranges, a caravan park or bush camp in a National Park. A lot depends on how much people are willing to spend and
what level of comfort and facilities you want to enjoy. Camps which offer a central place or hall for families to gather help
to engender a great social atmosphere and are ultimately more satisfying as families tend to gather together more often.
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If you want to run a structured camp it's best to work as a team, rather than leave all the organisation to one person.
Camping at caravan parks is the easiest to organise: each family books a site for themselves and no money is collected
by any one person. Camping at a venue with dormitory such as Camp Coorong requires a camp coordinator who will
have her hands full simply keeping track of who is coming and if there is enough accommodation, or promoting the camp
to make sure the minimum requirement is met (thus keeping costs down to a reasonable level for all). It helps if someone
else takes on the role of organising specific activities or setting up a timetable. If meals are too shared or communally
cooked, another person should take on the task of organising this. The more helpers during the planning stage the more
successful and stress free the eventual camp will be.

There will be families attending your homeschooling camp that have never been to one before, and quite likely will have
only just begun homeschooling a few weeks before! It's a good idea to encourage everyone to wear name badges,
especially for the first couple of days, until people get to know each other. | find sending out a list of camp rules (based on
common sense practice and the golden rule) helps to avoid unnecessary confusion or conflict. It's best to find out if the
venue has any specific rules too: such as speed limits or car parking requirements, tolerance for pets, alcohol, etc. Most
of the camps I've attended emphasise that parents are responsible for their own children at all times. The Home
Education Association of Australia does offer insurance for camps but participants will need to be either members or pay
an attendance fee and the camp has to be advertised as a HEA event beforehand.

Our family has attended over a dozen fantastic camps over the years. Although the children are now adults, Robin and |
continue to participate in homeschooling camps as they are great fun and the company is simply wonderful! We love
hanging out with people who cherish and enjoy the company of children. With luck we'll be turning up to camps with
grandchildren in a few years - a great way to keep us both young at heart.

ears

s through the y

Thank you to Beverley for these photos

We would like to publish your articles, whether it be you — as a parent, how you work with home
schooling, or how you deal with the “Paperwork” to cover yourself and the children with home
schooling obligations.

It may be about the latest trip, not necessarily a combined home school one, but perhaps one you
really enjoyed, and think others may too. Of course , by telling your story, we are able to experience the
trip too.

Maybe one of your children loves writing stories; h ere is a chance for them to ‘get published’, andth e
same goes for drawings. Got an idea — share itarou  nd.

2007 National Home Education Conference - Adelaide

This is the first ever series of national home education conferences and will visit each state. They will visit Adelaide on the
15th to 17th of June next year. The conferences are shaping up to be the biggest homeschooling conferences ever!

The conferences are organised by the Home Education Association, Home Education Network, Home Based Learning
Network and HENCAST, and Education Choices. The conferences feature well known US based speaker and author of
Dumbing Us Down, The Underground History of American Education, The Exhausted School and A Different Kind of
Teacher, John Taylor Gatto, together with Alan Thomas, UK based researcher, speaker and author of Educating Children
at Home and Educating Your Child at Home and Eleanor Sparks, editor of the national homeschooling magazine
Education Choices.

There will be a range of workshops on many varied topics, opportunities to ask questions, attend the Trade Fair, and
meet with other homeschooling parents. In order to ensure that the conference is accessible to as many people as
possible, efforts have been to keep the costs down. Full registration details can be downloaded from the website:
http://www.nhecconference.com

(Cont next page)
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2007 National Home Education Conference — Staying Motivated

Adelaide (Cont) - Proven ways to avoid ‘burning out'.
_ _ _ _ How to create and maintain a family of happy leesne
Beverley Paine will be offering the following one . Which way does your child learn — exploring leagnstyles.

hour workshops at the conferences:
We'll discuss how to match learning styles with teaching

How to write a homeschool learning program approaches to make homeschooling flow more smoothly. I'll run
- why you should write your own curriculum over some proven practical tips and suggestions as well as touch
writing learning programs for your child from | on ways to use others to help you help your child learn in the way
scratch she needs to...

how do | know if my child is actually learning?
Beverley is the author of the following books:

Maintain control over your child’s education by - Getting Started with Home Schooling: Practical Gdaations
writing your own curriculum and learning programs - Learning in the Absence of Education

using whatever approach to home education best . Living Without School

suits your individual family. You know your child best . The Practical Homeschooling Booklet Series

so you're in the best position to work out what, when . Home Educations Reports

and why they need to learn whatever. In my
experience, the process of writing your own program
clarifies and defines your educational goals for your
children — this becomes foundation for the whole
homeschooling experience. Select from a vast array
of learning materials as resources for your own
homeschool learning programs.

Home Education Diaries

You will find information, answers to frequently asked questions,
articles and links to hundreds of homeschooling sites on her
websites:

http://homeschoolaustralia.beverleypaine.com
http://sahome-ed.beverleypaine.com
6 http://ha-magazine.beverleypaine.com

Organising your homeschool
- Setting up the learning environment — your hom

as a learning laboratory.
Day by day time management.

1 I |
T}me for play, hobbies, chores, AND !essons. - http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HomeschoolAustraliaNesletter/
Live as a role model — parents as active learner

> http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HomeschoolAustraliaFA
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/learningnaturally
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/dailyhomeschoolingtip
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SAHomeschoolCamps

Beverley also hosts several internet support groups:

We'll focus on your family and your educational
goals as the heart of the learning environment. Begin
with what you have and what you think now and
grow from there. I'll discuss attitude, physical
environment, resources, time tables, learning styles, | ~~~~~~ "~~~ T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T

how to encourage active learning skills, learning with
others, setting priorities, housework, managing tots PAST ISS U ES
and homeschooling, etc. We finally have the summary of past issues availabl e on the

web site http://websouth.com.au/hbl.
If you would like to request an article, please let us know.

o~

RAT AND CAT THEATRE COMPANY

Is holding auditions for our 2007 production
"THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST
BY OSCAR WILDE.
WHEN: Saturday 24" February at SATURDAY 2.30PM
WHERE: at the Guide Hall on the corner of old Mount Barker Road and Pepper Avenue, Stirling
Nine actors will be required for this production, comprising four girls and five boys.
The production will be staged in July 2007 and rehearsals will be held on a weekly basis on Saturday Afternoons.
2.30PM-3.30PM in Stirling, commencing in March 2007. all costumes and props will be provided.

The aim of Rat and Cat Theatre Company is to foster a love of theatre and to provide Homeschoolers with the opportunity
to be involved in a theatrical production, with emphasis on enjoyment of the process.

If you would like a copy of the audition lines or for more information please feel free to phone Richard on 8339 8371
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A New Year Begins

The excitement and anticipation are over; Xmas is now in the past. The space between Xmas
and New Years Eve for me is a time for quiet reflection on the year that has gone before.
Analysing the previous year’s achievements with a sense of satisfaction. A sense of pride at
the learning, achieving and experiences attained during the previous twelve months.

What happens after New Years Eve, where does that smug feeling of “oakyness” disappear to? Every year after the
eve’s celebrations | find the “Doubting Thomases” seem to rear their ugly heads. Suddenly my thoughts are all on having
to do more, implement changes, more bookwork, more outings, more reading, more science experiments
etc....etc.....etc.... Notthat change is bad but it seems to me my mind goes into overload with a never-ending array of
possibilities. The successes of the previous year gets misty in my mind and | then seem to find fault with what | had
earlier seen as a fantastic accomplishment.

This year | decided to wrestle with those chaotic thoughts and get the better of them.

To do this | made a New Years Resolution for myself it was simple “Just Keep Breathing.” There is a lot more to this
simple statement than is obvious at first glance. It requires that | just keep breathing before speaking, encouraging me
to think longer before responding hopefully giving a wiser response. When | am feeling annoyed that | just keep
breathing thus allowing time for the anger to fade and a more positive reaction to the situation. When | am feeling
overwhelmed and stressed that | just keep breathing so | take some time out to relax. That every day to just keep
breathing big deep breaths as oxygenating our bodies is great for our health and well-being.

I quitened those voices of doubt that insisted | do more, , | simply just kept breathing and all those busy thoughts slipped
from my mind.

Thanks Jenny V. for this article

Copeyright 2006wy kidcrosswords .com

ANCIENT GREECE 4

THE CGREEKS EXCELLED AT THIS,
Al SHOWN BY THEIR. ARCHITECTURE

THE "GREEK" SEA

GR.EEK NAME FOR. GR.EECE

§ITE OF THE MIGHTY COLOSSUS

WHAT THE PARTHENON If

THE FACE THAT LAUNCHED A THOUSAND SHIPS

COR.INTH, THEBES AND DELPHI

WARLIKE GR.EEK CITY

WHAT HER.ODOTUS STUDIED
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ADNIL PRESS andTRIVIUM EDUCATIONAL

ALWAYS L EAR N I N G have joined forces — to bring you the BEST in Qtzds

Education Resources in Australia!

B O O KS ALL of your favourite resources can now be purchased in

one place — from the ever-popular Voyages in Phonics,

+ Getting Started with Homeschooling: Practical Language and Literature series, to Schonell Spelling,
Considerations Memoria Press Latin, Times Tales, God's Design Science,

+ Learning Without School Apologia Science, How Great Thou Art, Knowledge Quest
+ Learning in the Absence of Education Maps, The Story of the World and The Well-Trained Mind,

|

+ Practical Homeschooling Booklets Series and much, much, more!
+ Homeschooling Diaries & Home Education Report Please visit our web-site, or contact us today to receive

Portfolios your FREE catalogue!

ADNIL PRESS - PO Box 22 - BOOLEROO

. ) CENTRE — SA - 5482
http://homeschoolaustralia.beverleypaine.com Phone/Fax: 08-8658-6019

PO Box 371 Yankalilla 5203 South Australia Email: adnilpress@ozemail.com.au
Ph: (08) 8558 3212 email: contact@beverleypaine.com www.adnilpress.com

Fountain Resources
Resources for Life

Helen O’'Grady Drama Academy

Suppliers of Books, Media, Home
. . Education resources, . For over 25 years, a unique programme has helpi&tten to develop
including Charlotte Mason resources. - self-confidence and communication skills. .
Supplying resources such as the Faith
pplying . . There is now a Hills school enrolling 5-17 yeat|
and Life Series,

as well as books from authors such as Please phone the principal, Zeta Splawinski fookement and
Laura Berquist, information, on: 08 — 8326 3220.

Karen Andreola, Catherine Levisan, -— - -

Elizabeth Foss and more!

16 Arcoona Ave. Rostrevor SA 5073
Phone: (08) 8365 8921 or 0407 658 921, Fax:
(08) 8365 7156,

Email: admin@fountainresources.com.au
Web-site: www.fountainresources.com.au

Right: answer to crossword on previous page

Otherways Newsletter — Subs $30 per year to PO Box 461, Daylesford, VIC, 3460

Education Choices - Education Choices is a new magazine for families choosing home education in Australia and New
Zealand. Its aims are to support, encourage and inspire homeschooling parents and provide information for those
investigating education options for their children. Education Choices is Australia’s first professionally produced and
printed magazine to support the growing homeschooling community, launching nationally to subscribers and selected
retail outlets in February, 2005. For further info, see: www.educationchoices.com.au
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Online Support_: AUSTRALIAN HOMESCHOOL LIST All homeschoolers are welcome. To join go to
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/australianhomeschool/

HOME EDUCATION SA an announcement list of What's on, outings, news, contacts, resources and more. To
join go to: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/home-education-sa/

CMandFriends-ANZ Using Charlotte Mason-inspired, living books, literature-rich, "wholehearted child", and
lifestyle of learning, approaches. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CMandFriends-ANZ

CHOOZ - Classical Home Options in Oz - This  is an Australian group discussing the Classical method, ideas,
approaches and resources. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Chooz

Open Access College - enrolments for homeschooled children Years 10-12 at $250 per year. Students must be 15.5
years if you are a registered home educator. Languages are offered for year 8 and 9 students. Phone 8362 2000 for
further information.

OTEN - correspondence via NSW TAFE for years 10-12. Students must be 15 years. www.oten.edu.au/oten/index.cfm

OPEN LEARNING AUSTRALIA - study university courses at home, or study year 12 or TAFE subjects www.ola.edu.au
AUSSIE HOMESCHOOL RESOURCES -looking to buy or sell second-hand curriculum, or share ideas, information and

resources? This board is open to all homeschoolers — there’s no registration, and no fees — this is a free service run for
the benefit of the homeschooling community in Australia. http://homeschoolads.proboards51.com  /

What's on In February - March 2007?

CHESS AND GAMES CLUB:
First Monday of the month, from1-3pm Held at the Botanic Park..
Contact Jenny Venning ph 8395 2022 or email her at jennyvenning@bigpond.com

SALISBURY BOWLING:

Salisbury Bowl runs fortnightly on Tuesdays from 1:30pm, except school holidays. First week for this 2007 is Jan
30™. 13" Feb 27" etc. Cost is $5 per game. Contact: Jenny Herriman phone 0427811958 or at
jennyh@websouth.com.au

CROSS ROADS BOWLING:

Cost $5.00 for 1 game includes shoe hire. Cnr. Cross Road and Goodwood Rds. No bookings necessary:
First Wed of month, from 1.30pm. Feb 7, Mar 7, Apr 4, May 2 etc Starting time is 1.30pm; it helps to come a
little earlier to get organised Contact: Evita Ratcliffe ianevital@optusnet.com.au__ ph.

83613031, mob.0406051223

NORTHERN AREA PARK DAYS & OUTINGS
These change from park days to outings from time to time.
Contact: Pam Hall at thehalls@adam.com.au

ASHTON SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUBS
If you could also add that some homeschoolers have elected to send me pre-addressed stamped
envelopes (approx. $1 postage each) so that they may receive the catalogues when they come out and not have to wait until
they cross paths with me at an event that would be great. (There are 2 catalogues per term and at least one
clearance catalogue a year.) Narelle Lee for the Adelaide Hills, Tamra Lees for Murray Bridge area, Lynn
Heggblum for the south, Kangarilla area.

Scholastic Book Club in the North

For anyone interested in receiving the Scholastic Book Club catalogues, they will be available to collect at
bowling days at Salisbury and Northern sporty days on Tuesdays. There are 8 issues per year including
Wombat for 0-5, Lucky for lower primary, Arrow for middle primary, Star for upper primary and Special
Offers for all ages. For any enquiries please contact Marie at tapscott@twpo.com.au

BEACH BIOLOGY

A fun day at the beach, exploring rock pools and the beach dunes, and whatever treasures the tide washes up Useful things to bring
are collecting jars, nets and spades, magnifying glasses, cameras and notebooks, plus lunch, and of course sun protection and
footwear to safeguard you against both rocks and the odd blue swimmer ... Homeschoolers generally meet at the Kingston Park Kiosk
carpark directly south of the Brighton Caravan Park at 11 a.m. on the second Monday of the month - just follow the Caravan Park signs
from Brighton Road - and can be spotted either out on the exposed rocky flats or on the lawns to the south, under the trees. The day
usually winds up around 2 p.m. At this stage there is no contact person for this event.
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SWIMMING —

The third Wednesday of every month at the Adelaide Aquatic Centre, from 11 am onwards (this could have changed to 1pm). At this
stage | have no contact person or even know if it is happening this year, so please

check http://groups.yahoo.com/group/home-education-sa for details.

SWIMMING LESSONS:
SA SWIM SCHOOLS is willing to offer discounted Swimming Lessons to homeschoolers for half-hour
sessions between 2.00 — 3.30pm on Friday afternoons during school terms. The lessons concentrate on the
needs of the individual child, without the pressure of certificates. There is a maximum of 5 children per class.
Normal price is $12.70 per lesson, but Ken Richter, the Director, will charge only $10 per lesson per child for
these lessons, which he will teach himself. Ken is a trained school teacher who has over 30 years experience
as a swimming director and conducts the training for accredited swimming instructors in SA.

Lessons will be at the indoor heated pool at 98 Woodville Road, Woodville.

Payment is made by the term, with opportunities to make up any missed lessons during the holidays. Parents with one or two children

can pay in two equal payments, and those with three children can pay in three equal instalments.

Contact Ken Richter to enrol or for further enquiries: ph 8391 0291 email ken@saswimschools.com.au

(Homeschool contact Clare Scriven, 8345 1522)

OUT AND ABOUT
Lots of ideas are afoot with details yet to be decided but something will be on every Thursday.
For more information contact Louise on 8352 1324.

WATERWATCH - water testing done at two sites for use by the Onkaparinga Catchment Board. A

folder of resources available with lots of ideas and worksheets. The next testing dates are 12th May & 16th June meeting at the
Onkaparinga River at the Patapinda Bridge near Market Square, Old Noarlunga at 11am. Lunch in the park between sites. For more
info please contact Debbie 8326 8768 or dolphinicity2000@yahoo.com

MARKET STALL :

Opportunity for young entrepreneurs to sell their products. Details to be confirmed. Register your interest with
Debbie 8326 8768 or SMS 0432 680 797 or dolphinicity2000@yahoo.com

MURRAY BRIDGE GROUP

fFurther details contact Tamra Lees on 8531 1918.

SOUTHERN BEACHES WED GROUP:
Contact - Debbie 8326 8768 for locations.

SOUTHERN HILLS HOMESCHOOL GROUP
We are based in the Adelaide Hills and meet Monday fortnights for social
interaction, excursions and activities. Please contact Joy on 83881221 for more details.

The deadline for contributions and outing details for the next issue is
22" March 2007.

The next issue of HBL is due out in the first week in April. Don’t miss your copy.
Encourage others to join the subscription and help this newsletter grow!

You have issues remaining. Thank you.

If you have no issues remaining, please re-subscribe if you wish to receive further copies.
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