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Hi my name is Jenny Herriman and for those that don’t know me I am the new editor for 2006 

. 

This issue people have written stories about what they have done in the holidays.  Thank you to everyone who 
sent in a story. 

 

I am married to Peter and we have two boys Luke (15) and Toby (11).  We have home educated for the about 
4 years. 

 

Pete has also started a website for the hbl at www.websouth.com.au/hbl  so please check it out and give us 
your thoughts and ideas.  . 

 

We are at present living in Murray Bridge (even though our postal address is Eudunda), as we moved here for 
work commitments.  The boys have really settled in here, with a great home education group run by Tamra 
Lees, as well as they have found a games night weekly where they go for five hours and have lots of fun.  
They are also ten pin bowlers, so having an alley in the same town without traveling all the time is really good 
(closest bowl to our farm was 30 minutes away. 

 
As far as home education goes, we study naturally with Luke studying computer programming and Toby 
working on a lot of different programs—changing all the time.  We do a lot of travelling each week, so a lot of 
the things that we do are by talking together as we go, as well as looking at our beautiful countryside and the 
differences that are occuring each day. 
 
The boys also work a lot on the computer doing things on the internet as well as programs that I have 
purchased.  Toby manages to multitask subjects by doing various pages of work that I print off different sites 
on the internet, while continuing with another program on the computer, watching shows on TV etc.  he is a 
very active child, and needs to be kept busy with a variety of things all the time.  Luke on the other hand likes 
to concentrate on one thing at a time.  He is very interested in game programming on the computer, and last 
year competed in a world wide competition managing to get into the semi-finals. 
 
At the moment both boys are getting up by 4:30am three mornings a week to take part in an online webcast 
about 3D Game Programming.  It is run at this time of morning, as it comes from the Digipen Institute of 
Technology in America.  I will tell you more about this in the next issue after the eleven sessions have finished. 
 

 
 

Continued next page 
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In the next newsletter I would like to have families write about a favourite game or program that they are 
interested in. Luke is writing an article on the card game Yugioh and Peter is writing a parent’s view on it.  This 
is the sort of thing that I feel would be interesting to everyone, as there are a lot of different views about all the 
programs/games. 
 
Anyway hope that you can all send some articles to go in the magazine throughout the year, because this is 
YOUR MAGAZINE I am just the editor. 
  
Next Issues deadline for articles is 21st March, 2006     
 
Yours in Home Education        

 
Jenny 
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We are planning three camps for 2006 and need feedback on how many people are likely to attend. 
Please email Beverley contact@beverleypaine.com  or phone 85583697 (note new number), or write to PO 
Box 371 Yankalilla SA 5203 if you think you can make it to any of the proposed camps: 
 
 
 

Normanville Beachside Caravan Park Camp   
8th - 12th February 2006  

Full details at  http://sahome-ed.beverleypaine.com/camps/Feb06.html � or send a stamped, self-
addressed envelope to Beverley Paine, PO Box 371 Yankalilla SA 5203 for information to be sent to you.  
 
Campsites and cabins fill up quickly during summer. 
To BOOK YOUR SITE OR CABIN phone: 08 8558 2458 or fax: 08 8558 2929  
and tell them you are with the SA Homeschool Camp so that you will be placed in our group.  
Beachside Caravan Park, Cape Jervis Road, Normanville 5204 
Please let Beverley know you are coming to the camp: 
Phone: 8558 3697 or 0424789582 Email: contact@beverleypaine.com   
Join the SA Homeschool Camp announcement and discussion list to stay up-to-date with camp information:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SAHomeschoolCamps   
 
 
 

Point Sturt, Milang Annual Homeschooling Camp  
 
Early May; inexpensive dormitory accommodation, bring your own activities; focus on getting to know each 
other and relaxing.  
  
 
 

Narnu Farm Camp, Hindmarsh Island  
 
Either early September or November; $18 per person per night dormitory accommodations, cottages available 
additional expense; animal feeding included, farm activities and horse riding (additional expense); possible 
water sports; educational excursions to nearby Goolwa. 
 
 

CAMPING – AND OTHER FUN STUFF!  



Page 3 of 10 

 

Holiday story   
 

by Stephanie Mitchell   
 
We don't bother adhering to the school terms, as it makes no sense to me to try and plan our recreational 
outings and holidays when most of the population is rushing around for the school breaks.  
  
Instead we work through the school holidays and take breaks when we feel like it. There are often loads of 
activities that are only on in the school breaks, that are wonderful learning opportunities, so we often take 
advantage of that as part of our curriculum.  
  
As we use a natural learning approach, our days ebb and flow with the needs of each family member, and as 
such we often have lazy days in the middle of a busy week, and this is the way we recharge, without having to 
take a specific "school break".  
  
Our families holidays, when we get away from home, are usually planned mid-term to take advantage of the 
off peak tariffs. And while we are simply out enjoying ourselves, we find that we are learning all the time - so 
even our holidays are full of things we can include in our curriculum. 

 
 

Introduction & Holiday Story  
 

by Jillian Darling  
 
First, of all let me introduce myself. I am a home school Mum from the mid north of South Australia. I 

have two children aged 8 (nearly 9) and 12. We have been home schooling for the past three and a half years. 
Our holidays have been very relaxed this year. The children have spent a lot of the time in the 

swimming pool learning new swimming strokes (as we have only had the pool since Easter Friday). Both 
children had swimming lessons when we were over on the west coast. However, a lot of what they had 
learned seemed to have been forgotten in the past three years. 

We have also spent time catching up on housework; doing such chores as washing windows, washing 
curtains and sweeping veranda's, which usually get neglected during school time. The only time that there is 
time to do curtains and windows are during the end of year school holidays. The chores that I thought would 
be a real chore were less of a chore, with my darling son volunteering to help wash all of the windows. He was 
a real help, and it reminded me of how quickly he is growing up (all too quickly!). My daughter also volunteered 
to sweep the verandahs; and she did them all on her own – quite a remarkable feat when you consider her 
age, the fact that we live on a dirt road and there are three verandah’s!  Holidays are what you make them, 
and even the most boring chores can be fun. Nevertheless, it’s nice to have them done and be able to sit back 
and survey a job well done. 

There have been the normal chores to do as well – the washing, dishes, cooking, making beds, 
cleaning, feeding of animals, making sure that the sheep don’t have any grass seeds in their eyes and 
watering the garden. Fortunately, I have an extremely supportive husband who generally cooks all of the 
meals, feeds the animals and sometimes helps with the watering of the garden.  

However, there has also been time for special time spent together; the times when you work on 
something together, such as helping the children fix their tomboy stitch when there are some wrong stitches; 
or fixing up the computer when my son’s Lego page won’t load properly; helping work out how to put a switch 
on to the robot he made, reading poetry or simply time spent together playing games. 

It is impossible for us to go away for holidays at this time of year due to the fact that we need to feed 
animals, but we have fun around home. I hope that your holidays have been fun, too! 

 

 
Sunset over our beautiful country 

Photo by Luke Herriman 
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SWIMMING WITHOUT THE SAFETY NET 

 
By Kevin & Maria Uren 

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/21stCenturyEducation   
 

 
One of the most incredible feelings I have experienced in a long time was on this recent New Year’s Day.  We 
were relaxing in the pool on that warm morning when our four year old son appeared and decided to join us.  
Too lazy to put on his safety “floaties” I just said to Maria to let him come in and we would stay very near him 
and watch him closely. 
 
Timmy was then wanting to jump and dive between the few metres separating us and then, to our amazement, 
commenced to swim to the other side of the pool, periodically coming up for breath just like he’d been doing it 
for years.  Our little boy could swim and without one single instruction.  Our ongoing fears of our little boy 
falling into the pool and drowning were suddenly diminished as we watched him go the full length of the pool 
underwater with great speed, diving to pick up sunken leaves along the way. 
 
Timmy had discovered a brand new underwater world that his safety floaties had not previously allowed him to 
enter and he took to his new world like a marlin in the deep ocean.  We had unknowingly set him free.  Maria 
and I have continued to closely watch him swim with great expertise every day since that day with much pride, 
relief and satisfaction, always amazed at what we didn’t ever suspect he was capable of doing. 
 
The story has many interesting analogies for home educators. 
 
Our first thoughts were that parents, carers and teachers are far too often unaware of children’s abilities and 
full potential.  We often keep the safety net on them or under them (or deny them access entirely) because WE 
don’t believe that they are capable of accepting many greater risks and challenges and can often achieve 
much more than what WE believe they can.  Our children’s development can therefore be stifled and restricted 
by our own fears, judgements and beliefs. 
 
Our aim as parents, and especially as home educators, should be to try and recognise, allow and encourage 
the maximum potential and development of our children – even if it does mean that they will surpass our own 
abilities and sometimes test our beliefs and ideals. 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks Stephanie, Jillian and Kevin for writing these interesting stories for this newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
I am hoping that more people will be able to give me ideas on subjects they would like to know about 
as well as sending articles for the upcoming newsletters. 
 
The next newsletter I would like to feature: 
 

Children’s stories about their favourite entertainme nt or games . 
 
It will be great to see what other children are doing, as everyone likes something different.    
Please can I ask for parents to write a Parents view  about the game their children write about, as I 
believe there is a lot of learning in every game/program that children do, and in the past I have heard 
people say that the game that their child is playing is rubbish, not realising what the game is all about 
until they take time out to watch it being played. 
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Memories from the Past  
 

from Beverley Paine 

http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au   

 
It's from a letter I wrote to friends, in 1999. Thomas was 12 then, Roger 16 and April was finishing high 
school.   
  
One of the things that goes through my mind these days is how 'education' is really like 'interference' -when I 
set out to 'teach' my young people a 'lesson', be it in any area of growth and development, I find it difficult to 
justify my actions. I find myself questioning my motives, and how valid they are. What right have I to run such 
interference in their learning paths? The things that just flow, and come naturally, seem to need no ulterior 
motive, no drive, no planned or premeditated activities. I am finding spontaneous learning, derived from 
responding to immediate needs, wants and circumstances, fill our day with all the 'lessons' we each seem to 
need! 

That isn't to say I don't put activities on their paths from time to time - like a couple of days ago I waylaid 
everyone's plans, after some consultation and persuasion, to fulfil my own goal of making a garden complete 
with new pond! Five hours later we all went off and resumed our separate tasks - but no one minded the 
activity, and everyone learned so much from the joint experience. Sometimes I go further afield, like organising 
home schooling sessions for ice skating - we get a discounted rate for our family by going as a group, but also 
get to share a new skill with dear friends - so much more learning in that! If we lived five minutes from the rink 
my boys would organise themselves, and then do some fundraising to pay for their sessions. But we live 
nearly an hour and a half away... too much to ask, even of teenagers! 

Sometimes I recognise that my motives in preparing learning activities are really valid. I am responsible, legally 
and morally, for the development of these young people. I know the kind of people I want them to be - people I 
would admire, respect and want to be friends with. In the process of helping them develop their individual 
characters I need to guide them toward my goal - constantly adjusting my perceptions of what my goal is to 
meet their individual temperaments and personalities. It is give and take. Like most of life.  

Honesty is really important to me, and when I demand it I expect it. But if I don't deserve it, if I don't earn 
respect by my own behaviour then I can't demand it. I work hard to eliminate hypocrisy in our lives. Tolerance 
is another pet subject, so my children are constantly exposed to my challenging of any thing and everything in 
our environment to test our levels of tolerance or intolerance - not to judge, but to accept where we stand and 
to understand why. And maybe change. I will run interference, otherwise known as 'education' when I see the 
need, but I don't tell my kids that there is only one way to be, or to live, or to learn. Mostly I let them find their 
own preferred way, and step back, get out of the way, and stop interfering in the process! This is hard when 
our values clash, as has happened on occasion with April who has spent many years of her adolescence at 
high school. 

 
 
 

Thanks Bev for letting me reprint this interesting story about your children when they were young this 
is still very relevant to us all. 

 

 
Luke showing pet cat Muffy how to program his Lego game 
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Here are some websites that can be used for day to day education. 

 
Spelling/Grammar  www.quia.com  

English Exercises Online www.englishbanana.com  

Spelling Course www.splashesfromtheriver.com/spelling/courseoutline .htm  

Reading Comprehension http://www.readingcomprehensionconnection.com/readi ng_lesson.html  

Computer Tutorials www.cybersleuth-kids.com  

IQ Puzzles www.puzz.com  

Maths www.mathspower.com.au  

Handling Money www.dollarsandsense.com.au  

Pre-Algebra www.free-ed.net/fr07/lfc/course070101_01/index.html  

Algebra www.coolmathalgebra.com  

Webquests http://www.beenleigss.qld.edu.au/webquest/p1/p1.htm  

Bible Stories http://www.jesusandkidz.com/The%20Main%20Menu.htm  

Online Solar System – 
Word Play 

http://school.discovery.com/curriculumcenter/solars ystem/wordplay.html  

Australia http://www.artistwd.com/joyzine/australia/strine/a. php  

GRE Testing Online www.testprepreview.com/gre_practice.htm  

Online Game Zone www.onlinegamingzone.com  

All Subjects www.syvum.com  
 
 

If anyone has any other websites that they would like to share with everyone else 
please email them to me at hbleditor@websouth.com.au  and I will enter them in the 
next newsletter. 
Please note that we have no control over the above links and you should judge them for yourself.  
Additionally, Pete says. “Please also make sure you have an up to date virus checker, and data files, an active up to date 
firewall and all the latest computer operating system patches installed to protect your computer when browsing the 
Internet or accepting emails”. 
 
 

 
 

A rare opportunity while visiting Belair National Park last August with the Home Education Group 
As we were driving in and saw this koala walk across the road in front of us and climb the tree. 

Thanks to Luke Herriman for taking the photo. 
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Open Houses    If you’re thinking about, new to, or experienced in home education, then come along to an 
Open House and see how others have put home education into practice. These times provide the opportunity 
to meet other home educators, to visit different home education environments, compare notes and resources, 
and for discussion over a cuppa. 
Tuesday March 28, from 2.30pm - Melinda's home, 17 Geary Place Athelstone, phone 8165 0684 or 0414 
669 103, email melindadedes@aapt.net.au   
 For more information, or if you would be happy to host an Open House at your home, please contact Louise 
on 8352 1324 or louisew@picknowl.com.au .  
 
 SA Home-Educators AUSLAN Group   
AUSLAN is Aus tralian sign language - we are an enthusiastic group ranging in age from 1 to 15 years (as well 
as adults) who come together to learn/share/practice our LOTE skills.   
Meetings held last Wednesday, monthly, 1:30-2:30pm. 
Meeting room at the rear of Koorong, Waymouth Street, Adelaide  The venue has its own free car park 
diagonally across the road and there is also reasonably good street parking.  Koorong also has an 
enclosed playhouse gym inside, as well as an excellent cafe for socialisation before/after the meeting.  
Contact:  Marina Wright, Phone 85246632 or email at wright@myaccess.com.au  
  
ASHTON SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUBS   
If you could also add that some homeschoolers have elected to send me pre-addressed stamped envelopes 
(approx. $1 postage each) so that they may receive the catalogues when they come out and not have to wait 
until they cross paths with me at an event that would be great. (There are 2 catalogues per term and at least 
one clearance catalogue a year.) 
The first catalogues are due to arrive for Jan.30th. There are two each term arriving for the beginning of the 
term and one approx. 1 month later.  
Ordering dates for the year are: Issue1: Feb.15th, Issue 2: March 15th, Issue 3: May 15th, Issue 4: June 15th, 
Issue 5: Aug.7th, Issue 6: Sep.7th, Issue 7: Nov.7th, Issue 8: Nov.21st and the Clearance Catalogue: Dec.7th. 
Contact Pamela Thrift - phone 83915991 or email her at pamela_thrift@hotmail.com  
 
CHESS AND GAMES CLUB:    
First Monday of the month  
Thebarton Neighbourhood House, 10 Falcon Ave Mile End, 1-3pm 
Cost $2 per family,  
Contact Jenny Venning ph 8395 2022 or email her at jennyvenning@bigpond.com   
 
SALISBURY BOWLING:  
Salisbury Bowl runs fortnightly on Tuesdays from 1:30pm, except school holidays. Cost is $4 per game. 
Dates for this term are January 31st, February 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th, March 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th, April 4th & 11th 
CONTACT:  Jenny Herriman phone 0427811958 or at jennyh@websouth.com.au  
 
CROSS ROADS BOWLING:  
Cost $4.70 for 1 game; $8.50 for 2: includes shoe hire 
No bookings necessary:  
Contact Pamela pamela_thrift@hotmail.com   
 
ICESKATING @ SNOWDOME Thebarton - This event occurs on the last Thursday of each month.  
BOOKINGS are essential & need to be made by the Tue sday preceding this event.  Cost is $7 per skater 
regardless of age (provided we maintain a minimum of 10 skaters per event date) & includes skate hire.  
For details or more information or to make a booking contact Vanessa at vanessawhittaker@yahoo.com . 
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Home Education Park Days 2006  
 
Many thanks to Sarah Knight for putting this list together for us. 
As some of you would not know Sarah and the family are leaving at the end of January to go over to Canada 
for the next 12 months with her husbands work, so we thank her for taking the time of making this list up 
before she left and wish her and her family all the best and look forward to catching up with them all again in 
2007. 
 

January  10th Carisbrooke Reserve, Salisbury Park 
 24th Belair National Park Adventure Playground 
   

February  7th St. Kilda Playground, Fooks Terrace, St. Kilda 
 21st Kensington Gardens Adventure Playground –(UBD 119 P9) 
   

March  7th Harry Bowey Reserve, Salisbury Park 
 21st 

 
Dunstan Adventure Playground, Walkerville, access from cnr Winchester St 
& Eleventh Ave, Walkerville 

   
April  4th Rymill Park, Adelaide 

 18th Clonlea Park, Gawler East – (UBD 23 P4) 
   

May 2nd Bonython Park near the totem pole & boating lake 
 16th St. Kilda Adventure playground, Fooks Terrace, St. Kilda 
 30th Kensington Gardens Adventure Playground –(UBD 119 P9) 
   

June  13th Civic Park Modbury opp TTP 
 27th Rymill Park, Adelaide 
   

July  11th Carisbrooke Reserve, Salisbury Park 
 25th Belair National Park Adventure Playground (UBD 143 K14) 
   

August  8th Harry Bowey Reserve, Salisbury Park 
 22nd 

 
Dunstan Adventure Playground, Walkerville  
access from cnr Winchester St & Eleventh Ave, Walkerville 

   
September  5th Clonlea Park, Gawler East – (UBD 23 P4) 

 19th Botanic Park, Adelaide 
   

October  3rd St. Kilda Adventure Playground Fooks Terrace, St. Kilda 
 17th Largs Bay beach playground between Kiosk and amenities lock 
 31st Kensington Gardens Adventure Playground –(UBD 119 P9) 
   

November  14th Carisbrooke Reserve, Salisbury Park 
 28th Belair National Park, Adventure Playground (UBD 143 K14) 
   

December  12th Civic Park Modbury opp TTP 
 
 
 
 
 
BEACH BIOLOGY   
A fun day at the beach, exploring rock pools and the beach dunes, and whatever treasures the tide washes up 
... Useful things to bring are collecting jars, nets and spades, magnifying glasses, cameras and notebooks, 
plus lunch, and of course sun protection and footwear to safeguard you against both rocks and the odd blue 
swimmer ... Homeschoolers generally meet at the Kingston Park Kiosk carpark directly south of the Brighton 
Caravan Park at 11 a.m. on the second Monday of the month - just follow the Caravan Park signs from 
Brighton Road - and can be spotted either out on the exposed rocky flats or on the lawns to the south, under 
the trees. The day usually winds up around 2 p.m. At this stage there is no contact person for this event. 
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SWIMMING –  
The third Wednesday of every month at the Adelaide Aquatic Centre, from 11 am onwards (this could have 
changed to 1pm).  At this stage I have no contact person or even know if it is happening this year, so please 
check http://groups.yahoo.com/group/home-education-sa  for details. 
 
SWIMMING LESSONS: 
SA SWIM SCHOOLS is willing to offer discounted Swimming Lessons to homeschoolers for half-hour sessions 
between 2.00 – 3.30pm on Friday afternoons during school terms. The lessons concentrate on the needs of 
the individual child, without the pressure of certificates. There is a maximum of 5 children per class. 
Normal price is $12.70 per lesson, but Ken Richter, the Director, will charge only $10 per lesson per child for 
these lessons, which he will teach himself.  Ken is a trained school teacher who has over 30 years experience 
as a swimming director and conducts the training for accredited swimming instructors in SA. 
Lessons will be at the indoor heated pool at 98 Woodville Road, Woodville. 
Payment is made by the term, with opportunities to make up any missed lessons during the holidays.  Parents 
with one or two children can pay in two equal payments, and those with three children can pay in three equal 
instalments. 
Contact Ken Richter to enrol or for further enquiries: ph 8391 0291   email ken@saswimschools.com.au  
(Homeschool contact Clare Scriven, 8345 1522) 
 
OUT AND ABOUT    
Lots of ideas are afoot with details yet to be decided but something will be on every Thursday. 
For more information contact Louise on 8352 1324. 
 
MURRAY BRIDGE GROUP  
The Murray Bridge Home Schooler Group meets every second Thursday during  
school term at 1:30pm.  The dates for Term 1 are the February 9th and 23rd and March 9th and 23rd and April 
6th.  We will be tying knots, going a little batty, swimming, playing games and carpet bowling.  
For further details, contact Tamra Lees on 8531 1918. 
 
GOOLWA/FLEURIEU GROUP:  
Not sure if this group is still going or if there is a contact for it. 
If someone knows about this information could they please email me at hbleditor@websouth.com.au  and I 
will enter it on the website. 
 
WATERWATCH - Water testing done at two sites for use by the Onkaparinga Catchment Board. A folder of 
resources available with lots of ideas and worksheets.  There has been nothing arranged this year as yet, but 
if you are interested in waterwatch please contact Debbie 8326 8768 or dolphinicity2000@yahoo.com  
 
Southern Beaches Wed Group :  
1pm start - **22nd Feb Moana Beach Body Surfing (UBD 205 B4); **8th March Science Sharing Circle; **22nd March 
Laughing Workshop, **29th March Urban Trek, **12th April Science Sharing Circle.  
Contact - Debbie 8326 8768 or Stephanie 8326 for locations. 
 
MARKET STALL :  
Opportunity for young entrepreneurs to sell their products.  
Details to be confirmed. Register your interest with Debbie 8326 8768 or SMS 0432 680 797 or  
dolphinicity2000@yahoo.com   
 
FREE HOMESCHOOLING WORKSHOPS with Beverley Paine:  
Dates and venue: to be announced.   
Bookings essential: contact@beverleypaine.com    Phone:  8558 3697 
Attending children must be supervised at all times.   
 
Southern Hills Homeschool Group  
We are based in the Adelaide Hills and meet Monday fortnights for social interaction, excursions and activities.   
Please contact Joy on 83881221 for more details. 
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Mid Year Homeschool Concert and Exhibition 

Saturday July 1st  
Stirling Family Church 

1:30pm Exhibition Opens 
2pm Concert Starts 

 
Cost     $2 adult Gold coin donation for art exhibitors who are not attending concert 

   $1 children 
   $6 family 
 

Please bring a plate of food to share for a combined afternoon tea during intermission.   
Tea and Coffee will be available at 50c 

 
Registrations will be taken from June 1st until June 24th. 

Spaces may be limited, to avoid disappointment book early.   
Ring Narelle (8388 0646) to register a performance item and ring Carina (8339 8371) or Orma (8339 7690) to 

register an exhibition item.  Exhibition Items are displayed at owners’ risk.  
 

Expressions of interest for trading tables welcome.  Please phone Narelle.  
 

Please note that the exhibition and trading tables will be open before and after the concert and during the 
intermission.  They will not be open during the concert. 

 
Participation certificates will be presented. 

 
Is there anyone out there that could volunteer to do the video of this day for us. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The deadline for contributions and outing details for the next issue is 21st March 2005  
The next issue of HBL is due out in the first week in APRIL. Don’t miss your copy. 
  

 
 
 

You have             issues remaining.     Thank you. 
 

If you have no issues remaining, please re-subscribe if you wish to receive further copies. 


