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Hello Everyone,

We hope you had an enjoyable Christmas and New. Yéarcertainly did, and we’re now
happily sliding back into the many interesting wtigs that as a homeschool family we're
privileged to enjoy.

We have taken over as editors of the newslettarrasther-daughter team as Nadia prepares
to take an extended trip around Australia withfaerily, setting off in March of this year.

We'd like to say a HUGE thankyou to Nadia for @t Wwork in putting together such an We look forward to
interesting, informative read. Thankyou also foioélthe fantastic stories which have been sharing your
shared by many in our homeschool community in 20Q8yone has a specific area of contributions with
interest they would like to hear (or write) abdustyear, please let us know. Topics may HBL readers in 2009
include: different methods of homeschooling, léagrstyles, author/book reviews, fiction, Cynthia and
poetry, mathematics, and, we’re sure, many idegswaf own... Alexandra
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Two Women Meet at a Playground.....

Two women meet at a playground, where their childree swinging and
playing ball. The women are sitting on a bench iatg. Eventually,
they begin to talk. ...

W1: Hi. My name is Maggie. My kids are the threaed shirts --helps me
keep track of them.

W2: (Smiles) I'm Patty. Mine are in the pink arellgw shirts. Do you
come here a lot?

W1: Usually two or three times a week, after wet@the library.

W2: Wow. Where do you find the time?

W1: We home school, so we do it during the day mbsghe time.

W2: Some of my neighbours home school, but | sendkins to public
school.

W1: How do you do it?

W?2: It's not easy. | go to all the PTO meetings aodk with the kids
every day after school and stay real involved.

W1: But what about socialization? Aren't you wodregbout them being
cooped up all day with kids their own ages, ne\ettigg the

opportunity for natural relationships?

W2: Well, yes. But | work hard to balance that. yiave some friends
who're home schooled, and we visit their grandgaralmost every month.
W1: Sounds like you're a very dedicated mum. Burttdgmu worry about
all the opportunities they're missing out on? | méeey're so

isolated from real life -- how will they know whtite world is like

-- what people do to make a living -- how to getrg with all

different kinds of people?

W2: Oh, we discussed that at PTO, and we starfeddato bring real
people into the classrooms. Last month, we hadiegmoan and a

doctor come in to talk to every class. And next thowe're having a
woman from Japan and a man from Kenya come to speak

W1: Oh, we met a man from Japan in the grocenedtog other week,
and he got to talking about his childhood in Tokity. kids were
absolutely fascinated. We invited him to dinner gotito meet his wife and
their three children.




W2: That's nice. Hmm. Maybe we should plan somadege food for the
lunchroom on Multicultural Day.

W1: Maybe your Japanese guest could eat with thdreh.

W2: Oh, no. She's on a very tight schedule. Shevia®ther schools

to visit that day. It's a system-wide thing we'cendgj.

W1: Oh, I'm sorry. Well, maybe you'll meet somearteresting in the
grocery store sometime and you'll end up havingitbeer for dinner.

W2: | don't think so. | never talk to people in ttere - certainly

not people who might not even speak my languageat\i¥that Japanese
man hadn't spoken English?

W1: To tell you the truth, | never had time to thisbout it. Before

| even saw him, my six-year-old had asked him wigatvas going to do
with all the oranges he was buying.

W2: Your child talks to strangers?

W1: | was right there with him. He knows that asdas he's with me,
he can talk to anyone he wishes.

W2: But you're developing dangerous habits in hy.children never
talk to strangers.

W1: Not even when they're with you?

W2: They're never with me, except at home afteostio you see why
it's so important for them to understand that tajiio strangers is

a big no-no.

W1: Yes, | do. But if they were with you, they cdyet to meet
interesting people and still be safe. They'd geiste of the real

world, in real settings. They'd also get a real feehow to tell

when a situation is dangerous or suspicious.

W2: They'll get that in the third and fifth gradegheir health

courses.

W1: Well, | can tell you're a very caring mum. loe¢ give you my
number -- if you ever want to talk, give me caliwhs good to meet you.

Author Unknown
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Organising a Home Education Association (HEA) Event

There is much to consider when organising an efegret community of home
educating families - too much to document in just article! That said, this
article will present a basic time line for organgsian event that is registered and
insured with Home Education Australia (HEA).

It Starts with a Need

Most home education events start with a need. iéed is usually felt by the home
educator organising the event or another familykmto them. From there, the organiser
needs to determine two major resource needs fauv@et - the venue and any specialists
that are needed to run the event. Booking a velsoeptaces them in a situation where a
time, or potential times will need to be tentativeboked.

The Nitty-gritty Stuff

The next phase is publicity. But wait! What abde nitty gritty stuff? Yes, before
sending emails to every relevant home educatiotingdist someone will need to sit
down and work out the nitty gritty details. Thisynaclude floating the concept on the
list to get a feel for demand if there are minimoombers for a booking. It will then
involve establishing the date and time of the evemtfirming a venue, securing
specialists and registering the event with Homedatian Australia.

Registering your Event with Home Education Australa

Home Education Australia (HEA) have a web pagh all the specific details of
registering an event so that you are insured.ratahell, there are three main
considerations worth highlighting from the infornoat provided by the association.
Firstly, you will want to register the event as 8s@s practicable so that insurance can be
arranged. This allows sufficient time for a comegtimember to notify the insurer with
enough time for them to get back to you if theyuiegfurther information or cannot
cover aspects of the event. It is also a requirénien you specifically include
information that it is a 'HEA event' on all pubticmaterials.

You will also need to factor in an additional creaj 20% added to the cost for non-
members of HEA, who do not elect to become menmibefiare attending the event, when
determining pricing. This is a way to encourageili@sto join the HEA and create a fair
funding arrangement for not just the work thatnslertaken member or members
organising the event but also those by the HEA citteenand other members who
arrange broader publicity and also liaise with @olnakers within government agencies
in respect to the specific needs of home educé&imilies amongst other administrative
tasks.

The third thing to note is that HEA is a not-foefit association and there is to be no
profit derived for any home educator personallyp asrect result of organising a HEA
event. Within reason organisers can be provideld msonable allowances for travel,
phone calls, personal attendance of the eventilemddsts. Any proceeds from the event,
including any HEA registration fees should be neéwa to the Home Education
Association either directly through direct depasiby applying the proceeds to funding
a future HEA event.

Of course, there is a lot more information for yowconsider for your event registration.
So, please, check out the full details on the HEEb site.



Publicise, publicise, publicise!

Once you have registered your event and you ate speed on all HEA requirements it
is time to get your event known to the home edoocatbommunity. This can be done in a
variety of manners including home education mailists and newsletters, local
newspapers and shop poster displays for those dnecioethe home education
community. Be sure to also ask others to shardlit thhe home educators they know as
often there are overlaps in home education citesword of mouth can be vital to
getting your event information out there! Anthenthto remember is to send out
reminders as the event draws closer too.

Getting Organised

In the couple of weeks before the event you wicheo brief any other organisers as
well as any specialists on what the agenda id®etent, you will also need to put a call
out for volunteers if your require them and briem also. You will then need to
undertake any pre-event administrative tasks. Wilidake some thought as to how you
expect the event to proceed and you may wish ®daknetime to time line all activities
that need to be taken from the start of set up emérything is packed away and ensure
that enough time has been allowed for the event.

The Event Itself

If you have done a lot of the hard work beforehtisl should be the easy part! It will
simply mean co-ordinating the setup for the evenjpying the event with a little
troubleshooting where necessary, packing up atdghelusion and maybe having some
wind-down time with other organisers and voluntesrhe conclusion. Then you can
take a few days to rest but it's not over yet!

Post-event Tasks

After you have run your HEA event you will needréurn copies of the HEA
registration forms, event attendance forms andoéimgr documentation to the HEA for
their records. Any funds collected will also neede banked or recorded for the HEA as
a contribution towards a future event. Considerasioould also be given to posting out
thank you letters or cards to those contributinthtoevent as well as following up on
any attendees who wished to get connected to otharbers or home education groups.
What next?

Once all the follow-up tasks are done and dusted this time to make a choice - put
your feet up and relax (well, not really becaussnb@ducators are always on the go) or
organise another event. The choice is up to you!

Kristy A. Bennettis a homeschooling mother of three boys and corateés her eclectic learning
environment and the learning needs of her childrgrarallel with her business interests . She is
also the founder of Organic Learniagveb site dedicated to home education which yeu a
invited to visit and participate in. Kristy's brehaf experience in taking a strategic approach to
managing both life and business is reflected inskéis and expertise which she openly sharges
both online and at speaking engagements
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Pelican Point Tour

My 13 year old daughter is a member of CSIRO's Double Helix Club
(aimed at ages 10+) and my 8 year old is a member of CSIRO's
Scientriffic Club (ages 7 to 10). See
http://www.csiro.au/products/DoubleHelixClub.htfol more information.
Six times a year a magazine arrives in the mailbox, and there is a
range of events members can attend. Membership is $26 a year. We
also subscribe to their free Science by Email service, where each
week you are emailed science news and activities you can try out at
home.

The following website page shows current events
http://www.csiro.au/events/SAHelix.html. During school holidays they
have many events. In January we went on a tour of the Pelican Point
Power Station, which included a lively presentation on energy,
walking around the power station, and then some time in the control
room having discussions with the operators. The photo shows part of
the group on the site tour wearing hard

hats and protective glasses.

A few days earlier we went on a tour of

the Robern Menz chocolate factory

which was really interesting. We

watched honeycomb being covered with

chocolate, and saw Crown Mints being

made. | think though that the favourite

part was the free samples at the end!

The highlight of last year (not) was the

tour of the Bolivar Waste Treatment

Plant. The kids whinge about that one,

but hey, it's a subject we really should know about and we all learnt a
lot. Over the years, as well as tours, we have enjoyed plenty of varied
activities such as forensic science workshops, orienteering,
spectacular physics and chemistry shows, magic or science shows.

Louise



BUDGET HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION _located on 5 bush acres in
the beautiful “southern gateway to the Barossa”.

2 bedroom transportable cottage: Basic, but cleaand comfortable,
sleeps 7 (but has accommodated up to 10).

$50 per night, up to $250 for 7 days, includes abled linen and towels (if
required).Contact: John & Marina, 8524 6632,
marina@wrightfamily.com.au

!
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www.websouth.com.au

. Getting Started with Homeschooling:
Practical Considerations

. Learning Without School We can help you with design, training, hosting,
- Learning in the Absence of Education domain name and other facets of your
- Practical Homeschooling Booklets Series requirements. We specialise in helping small

- Homeschooling Diaries & Home Education

Report Portfolios clubs and organisations, by helping them with

their special needs.
Proudly hosting the HBL newsletter Website at
www.websouth.com.au/hbl

PO Box 371 Yankalilla 5203 South Australia
ph: (08) 8558 3212 email: contact@beverleypaine.com



Comic Look at a Homeschool Mum's 2009 New Year's
Resolutions
(and what they actually might look like one month later)
By Cheryl Moeller

January 1st: "We will have physical education engle day in 2009, for at least one
hour."

February 1st: "We will buy a DVD of the 2008 Olyrapiand watch it for 30 minutes a
day."

January 1st: “l will get my kids the pet (for a hesshool mascot) theyve always
wanted.”

February 1st: “I will buy a collar and a leash éar Chia Pet.”

January 1st: "I will take my children on a homesadtfeeld trip to a museum once a
month."

February 1st: "l will show my kids where | ate supkili dogs in highschool.”

January 1st: "I will feature a Van Gogh each manttour coffee table for homeschool
art appreciation.”

February 1st: "I will fill up our Van at The Stop&Go.”

January 1st: "We will not only wash, but also dhoar dirty dishes, immediately after
each meal."

February 1! st: "We will train our cat to dry dishé¢he dog already washes them.
January 1st: "l will learn to sleep standing up.

February 1st: "l won't fall asleep behind the wheel

January 1st: "l will find at least one pair of ntatg socks."

February 1st: "Finding one pair of matching sockstatistically identical to being hit
with a meteor while vacationing in Florida."

January 1st: "l will use only one email address."

February 1st: "I will go from eight to seven enwildresses."

January 1st: | will make a time for my own persamading each day in 2009.
February 1st: | will read the back of grocery staeeipts to see if | have earned enough
points to get for free, the featured cookware.

January 1st: “My children and | will learn Modermlbtew this year in our homeschool.”
February 1st: &ldqu! o;My children and | will wegktat one dozen bagels with lox.”
January 1st: “ will make only home-made yogurtnfronly organic ingredients.”
February 1st: “I will allow my children only two @arts in their mouth at a time.”
January 1st: "We will never eat food in the caloanhomeschool field trips in 2009."
February 1st: "We will quit using our gas grilltime car.”

Cheryl is a stand up comic for mums, syndicateddrurnlumnist, an author, and
homeschool mum of 6. Cheryl Moeller's books arevamw.currclick.com Her titles
include Lexi's Homeschool Diary (a novel for chddrwith homeschool characters) an
Homeschool Your Preschooler on $1 a Day (over @ie@s that can be used for
curriculum or a supplement to your curriculum.)

|
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Rat and Cat Theatre
Free theatre skills classes for homeschool children.
Meets fortnightly in Stirling.
For more information, contact Richard Falkner, 8339 8371

Fountain Resources
Resources for Life

Suppliers of Books, Media, Home
Education resources,

including Charlotte Mason
resources.

Supplying resources such as the
Faith and Life Series,

as well as books from authors such
as Laura Berquist,

Karen Andreola, Catherine Levisan,
Elizabeth Foss and more!

16 Arcoona Ave. Rostrevor SA 5073
Phone: (08) 8365 8921 or 0407 658 921,
Fax: (08) 8365 7156,
Email: admin@fountainresources.com.au
Web-site: www.fountainresources.com.au

Educational Resources for FREE

Did you know that you can receive DK books and CDROMs for FREE, simply by having a party?
OR
post you a catalogue containing nearly 700 products and you can then place an order direct with me at any time
Independent Consultant

Kathryn Soar
8254 7087
kasoar@optusnet.com.au

11
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ON LINE SUPPORT:

AUSTRALIAN HOMESCHOOL LIST

All Homeschoolers welcome to join go to http://groups.yahoo/group/australianhomeschool/

HOME EDUCATION SA

An announcement list of what's on, outings, new contacts, resources & more

CM & Friends — ANZ

Using Charlotte Mason-inspired, living books, literature-rich, “Wholehearted child” & lifestyle learning approaches.

http:groups.yahoo.com/group/CMandFriends-ANZ

CHOOZ

Classical Home Education Options in Oz- This is an Australian group discussing the classical method, ideas, approaches

& recourses. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Chooz

If you are interested in being part of the RAT AND CAT HOMESCHOOL THEATRE production, please phone Richard

83398371 for details. Rehearsals start late February.

Are you interested in reading and writing? You can subscribe to the homeschoolers free email magazine ‘BOOKS AND
WRITTERS by emailing Issabella at booksandwrittersmagazine @hotmail.com Contributions can be sent anytime and will

be included in the next issue.

Otherways Newsletter —Subscription $30 per year to PO Box 461, Daylesford, Vic, 3460

Open Access College

— enrolments for homeschooling children Years 10-12 at $250 per year.

Students must be 15.5 years old if you are a registered home educator. Languages are offered for
year 8 & 9 students. Phone 8362 2000 for further information.

OTEN -—Corresponding via NSW TAFE for
www.oten.edu.au/oten/index.cfm

years 10-12. Students must

be 15 years.

Open Learning Australia — Study university courses at home, or study year 12 or TAFE subjects

www.ola,edu,au

Aussie Homeschool Resources

— looking to buy or sell second-hand curriculum, or share ideas,

information and resources? This board is open to all homeschoolers — there is no registration and no
fees. This is a free service run for the benefit of the homeschooling community in Australia.

)*.5 +0 01+2, 0- 3* +2,*++4

CHESS & GAMES CLUB - First Monday of the month from
1.00 — 3.00. Currently held in the Botanic Park opposite the
Botanic Gardens entrance. Please Contact Cathy 82662144
SALISBURY BOWLING - Contact Jenny Herriman —
jennyh@websouth.com.au — Phone 0427811958

CROSS ROAD BOWLING - Contact Evita Ratcliff —
ianevital@optusnet.com.au phone 83613031, mob:0406051223
MURRAY BRIDGE GROUP —For further details contact Tamra
Lees — 85311918 brytam@bigpond.com Meet first Friday of
every month at 1:30

SOUTHERN HILLS HOMESCHOOL GROUP - Please contact
Joy-83881221 for more details wildaisy@westnet.com.au

SOUTHERN FLEURIU PENNINSULA HOME EDUCATON
GROUP — Every second Tuesday 12 noon at different locations.
Contact Nicole 0418413655 - email taweralane@yahoo.com.au
or Cynthia 0417 826603 — email cynth70@aapt.net.au
SOUTHERN BAROSSA HOMESCHOOL GROUP — Meets
fortnightly from 2:30pm for support and socialising, contact
Marina Wright: 8524 6632, marina@wrightfamily.com.au.
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUBS —

South of Adelaide — Lynn Heggblum j2Inmh@optusnet.com.au
Hills Area — Narelle Lee familee@appt.net.au 83880646
Northern Area — Marie Tapscott tapscott@twpo.com.au
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YOU HAVE ISSUES REMAINING.

IF YOU HAVE NO FURTHER ISSUES REMAINING, PLEASE REN EW YOUR
SUBSCRIPTION TO RECEIVE FURTHER COPIES
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